FEDERAL 'UREAU OF INVEr TIGATION 


E PORTING OFFICE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


MEMPHIS I MEMPHIS 

ITLE OF CASE ~ 

UVSUB; aka ° 

^ j' Eric Starve Galt, 

Harvey Lowmeyer, 

John Willard; O 

MARTIN LUSHER KING, JR ( 
VICTIM 


4/17/68 April 4-16, 1968 


REPORT MADE BY 

SA JOE C. HESTER 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


- P - 


■ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 


. . ^5* v ^ ew of the large volume of correspondence in this case 

no attempt has been made to reference any particular communi- 
cation . 

_ Because of the urgency of this matter, leads for 

other offices are being set out by telephone or teletype, 
and it would serve no purpose to set out leads lor other offices 
m this report, *■ ,; 

* n ■, information included in this report has been 

carefully reviewed, and negative interviews have been eliminated 
wherever it was believed possible to do so without giving the Q 

appearance that less than a complete and thorough investigation 
was conducted . & 

• 

^ copy of this report has not been designated for 


Special agent 

IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 






HC 



agency to which loaned. 







ME 44-1987 


the USA, Western District of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee^ 
but extra copies are being maintained in the Memphis Office 
and will be made available to the USA when so directed by 
the Bureau. 

LEAD : 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE : 

AT MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE : * 


Will continue efforts to identify the Unknown 

Subject . 


- B* - 
COVER PAGE 



/ 


Copy toi 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Rtpoil of: 
Data 

File Number! 


SA JOE C. HESTER 
4/17/68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 

Harvey Lowmeyer, 

John Willard; 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


Office, MEMPHIS 


i nmaru 
DR. MARTIN LI 

Character : CIVIL RIGHTS 

Synopsis: . . . . 


- VICTIM 


At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 
floor balcony outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck in 
right side of face by a single bullet. Autopsy report indi- 
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigation, predicated 
•upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
U.S. , disclosed fatal shot was fired from the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at 422| S. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom was located at the rear of the rooming 
house, and which had a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
'4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-B at 422| S. Main 
.Street and paid one weeks rent. After hearing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 
observed Unknown Subject flee from rooming house carrying a 
large package which was subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 S. Main 
Street, from which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustang. Found abandoned in front of 424 S. Main Street 
was 30-06 Remington model 760 rifle, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitcase containing' numerous articles, , v 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis/Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Mustang, disclosed 
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that ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 

??’ a ha ? Spent t he nlght ° f 4/3/68 > at the Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, and was driving 

a Mustang with Alabama license 1-38993. Investigation 
disclosed binoculars abandoned by Unknown Subject were 
purchased afternoon of 4/4/68, from RALPH M. CARPENTER 
salesman York Arms Company, Memphis. Gillette shaving* 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determined to have been 
purchased Oliver Rexall Drug Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VIEW OF Tkif CRIME FOR WHICH UNS1IR 
BEING SOUGHT, HE SHOULD BE CON^»T5Stl5~SR TiEi i A hli oA UrWmi 
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DETAILS: 

This investigation was predicated upon receipt 
of a specific request from the Attorney General of the 1 

United States on the night of April 4, 19 cM, that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation conduct an investigation into the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on that date. 
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INVESTIGATION AT CRIME SCENE A&) VICINITY 


Set forth on the four pages which follow is 
illustrative material which relates to the general area 
of the crime scene and particularly to the rooming 
house at 422£ South Main Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied Room 5-B and from which rooming house 
the shot was fired) and Canipe Amusement Company. 424 
South Main Street (in front of which numerous items 
were found and which were reportedly dropped or thrown 
down by the Unknown Subject as he ran south on the east 
side of Main Street). The illustrative material is as 
follows: 

1) A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) A composite photographic front view 

of the east side of 410-424 South Main Street 

A floor plan diagram of a rooming house 
located on the second floor of two 
separate buildings over 418-424 South 
Main Street, the address of this roomin g 
house being 422| South Main Street 

4) A map of part of the city of Memphis, 
Tennessee, showing the relationship to 
the crime scene of York Arms Company, 
where Unknown Subject purchased binoculars 
which were later recovered; Oliver Rexall 
Drug Store, where the Unknown Subject had 
purchased a shaving kit which was later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the 
Unknown Subject was registered on the night 
of April 3, 1968, under the name ERIC S. 

GALT. 









COMPOSITE PHOTO of 
410-424 S. MAIN ST. 
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422 2 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
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April 8,/l968 


Mrs. BESSIE RUT« BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422 1 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, , 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 P.M. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. Mrs. BREWER showed him Room No. 8, which is located in 
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this 
wouid not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
+ Y anted a sleeping room. Mrs. BREWER 

+hf n HS h ° Wed t 5 1 f * ndividua l R oom 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine. At this 

point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 

p ° rtio " of the hallway which is located in the same 
tn 1 hIJ y «J? 4 ROOm She and this indi vidual then returned 

w?T?Ann ff ^ C +u indlvidu al stated that his name was JOHN 

WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

. . WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 

n»+ hT c °!! e *”• BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 

* h ?? d rlght trouser pocket and withdrew a 

twenty do 11 ar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
s “ e Save him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
° n f, dollar bills. When WILLARD arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not notice any luggage in his 

did S h« Sl °?' I° r durlng the brief conversation with WILLARD 
line of any ln J orinatlon concerning his home residence, 

refluiJLhfJ 1 !?-!' ° r T° de °£ tra nsportation. WILLARD was not 
Record i p® of register, and the only written 

record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 

$8,50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER*. 

Mgg» _ BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned 


On _at Memphis, Tennessee File # Memphis 44-198 1 ; 
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Room 6 - 


Room 7 - 


NORTH WING: 


Vacant. Man by the name ©f SAMUEK WILSON, 
who she understands had been a tenant for 
several months, vacated this room on 
April 3 , 1968 . / 


X 


Occ upied b y FRANK H.^X*RLEY, a n elderly 

a Is f the time 

of the shooting. She stated that MARLEY 
did not come out ©f his room around the 
time of the shooting. 


Room 8 - 


Room 9 - 


Vacant. (This is the room which Mrs. 
BREWER first showed to the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD.) 

Occupied 60 


, •. •■ *-•£*•*’**■■* ■****?»• f.S. 


does not believe he was home at the time 
of the shoot ine. / 


Room 10 


of the shooting. / _,,. • 

Occupied by LEONARD 'EATON, age 60 to 65, 
who she understands to be a long-time 
resident at this rooming house, who reportedly 
formerly worked on a river boat. She stated 
it fs her impression that he was in his 
room asleep at the time of the shooting 
and that he to© had been drinking. 


^4~3,SSa- 3S5Q 


(Rooms on north wing are numbered 1-B through 6-B, 
reading from west to east. Those doors having numbers * 
have numerals only on them, but all ©f the tenants 
understand that the designation ©f vt B” refers to the 
rooms in the north wing.) ■ 

Room 1-B - (located west of a north-south hallway 
which connects t© an enclosed walkway 
connecting the two wings ©f the .rooming 
•house) Occupied by Mrs. JESSIE L/ LEDBETTER, 
a widow who she understands has /resided at 
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Room 2-B - Vacant. 

Room 3-B - Vacant. 

Room 4-B - Occupied by WIIA^^fANCHOTZ, employed at 
Duvall Transfer Company. Mrs. BREWER 
later learned. that Mr. ANCHUTZ 
reportedly saw the man running down the 
hall following the shooting and had some 
conversation with him. J 


Room 5-B - Room occupied by the man using name 
JOHN WILLARD and which room had not 
been rented since former tenant, 

COMMODORE STEWART, died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. . ^ 

Room 6-B - Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLI^ STEPHENS^. 

Mr. STEPH£NS~1s an unemployed" tuberculosis 
patient and his wife is presently confined 
to her bed. •' 


19 
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WILLIAM CHARLES 'ANS CKUTZ , 422% South Main, Apartment 
4B, Memphis, advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company, 1054 Firestone Avenue, Memphis, 

He returned home from work about 2:30 p.m. , 

April 4, 1968.. Miss JESSE' LEDBETTER, a neighbor in Apartment 
lB, came to his room to watch television. They watched television 
throughout the afternoon. 

On two occasions during the afternoon, ANSCHUTZ tried 
to get into the bathroom at the end of the hall to pour out 
some water he had used to wash dishes. Each time someone 
was in the bathroom. The second time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom, another neighbor, CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ th ^)t a new tenant who rented Apartment 5B 
was in the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroom, but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart. He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom, but it geemed like 
a long time to him. 

I*ater ANSCHUTZ heard a shot. He had been watching 
television for some time, but he did not have any idea what 
time it was. He got up and went to the door. As he opened 
it a man came down the hall. ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment 5B, but he. could not tell for sure. 

The man was running and as he passed ANSCHUTZ’S 
door, he held his hand and arm over his face so ANSCHUTZ ' 
could not get a good look at him. As the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said, "I thought I heard a shoti" The man answered, 

"Yell, it was a shot. " 

The man was carrying something under his arm. It 
appeared to be something long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHUTZ thought it might be a gun. 


.at Memphi s. Tennessee 
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/ 

Mr. CHARLIE QBSTMA'j/iiTEPHENS , Room 6-B, second floor, 
•*22* S . Main Street, fumlah^d the following information to 
MjS^8NiSMBBiWB!^^i^^P t ...Hbsnieid® Jgjireau, Memphis Police 


Department, and SA : 

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing of a rooming 
house, the address of which is 422^ S. Main Street. This 
rooming house actually covers the second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS* room being located in the 
north building in the southeast corner of the north building. 

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wifOwere in their room. His wife, who has 
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of 
time, was in bed in their combination of 1 iving -bedroom . 

He was in the kitchen, which is east of the living -bedroom. 

He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 
wall of the kitchen. Immediately north of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the east end of an east -west 
hallway in the north building. Fhile he was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a point 
within just a few feet of where he was sifting. He has no 
way of knowing the time but can only estimate if was sometime 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. 

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto 
the hallway and observed a man running west down this hallway 
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He 
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle was wrapped in something, possibly a newspaper. 
This man continued running to the end of the hallway turning 
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street, although he could not actually see the man 
going down the stairway. 


0n 4/5/68 Memphis, Tennessee 
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It immediately occurred to Mr. STEPHENS that 
this was the same man he had seen earli'er In the afternoon, 
possibly around mid -after noon, standing at the door to 
room 5-B which is located immediately west of Mr. 

STEPHENS b living— bedroom . He stated that around mid— 
afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B looking into room 5-B. 

He saw the man’s left side. The man had nothing in his hands 
at the time. He assumed this was seme new guest looking 
at a room . 


Mr . STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained 
in their room the rest of the afternoon. He pointed out that 
he, Mr. STEPHENS, is a disabled veteran who has been treated 
for tuberculosis, and he spends most of his time in his rooms 
with his wife who is also ill and who at present is a bed 
patient . 


Sometime after seeing thisman with Mrs. BREWER, he 
. heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hehad seen 
had rented the room next door . He stated tla t he recalls 
on several different occasions hearing footsteps in this room 
and also leaving from this room past his (Mr. STEPHENS’s) 
room and into the common bathroom at the east end of the 
hall. He was also very much aware that when the person went 
from room 5-B to the bathroom, that person remained in the bath- 
room for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that 
this is particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom 
which must be used by a number of different tenants. He 
also specifically recalled that only on one occasion did 
h© hear the commode being flushed and he was therefore curious 
as to why this person was spend! mg so much time in the bathroom. 

He stated that on the last occasion that someone 
went from number 5-B to the bathroom prior to the time he 
heard the shot, he would estimate that that. person remained 
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During 
this period he heard no noises coming from the bathroom. 

He also specifically recalls that during this same period, 

Mr. WILLIS ANCKt&'TZ (phonetic), who occupies room 4— B, immedi- 
ately west of 5-B where the new tenant apparently was located. 
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had knocked on Mr. STEPHENS *a door and somewhat £ angrily 
inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so long. 

it was at the end of this latter period of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he 
was certain came from the bathroom. Ke stated that immediately 
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across 
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming. 

Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people 
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the 
best, he did r T)t hear any additional noises coming from the 
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a 
''scuffle” coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
cannot recall hearing such a "scuffle." He stated that he 
simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the 
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man 
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did 
hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the 
screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down 
the hall to see the man running carrying something in his hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the 
north building of this rooming house at the time of this 
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS 's -wife, 
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCHUffZ (phonetic), above, in room 
4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the 
hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE LEr-?'.TTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re- 
sides in room 1-B toward the front (west) of the north wing 
or north building, and (5) the unknown man who had occupied 
room 5-B who was running down the hall as previously stated. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHUL1Z made some remark 
to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the 
unknown man apparently made some kind. off reply . 
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Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear • 
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footsteps) between 5-B and the 
bathroom, he at no time heard any conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant cheeked in until the time 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5— B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conversation coining from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 
th© now tenant # and whon he saw what he believes to b© the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follows: 


Name : 
Race : 
Sex : 

Age: 
Height : 
Weight : 
Build : 
Posture : 
Hair : 


Unknown 

White 

Male 

"in his 30 ’s." 

5’ 10-11" 

165 pounds 
Average 

Man stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also 
described as "dark blond" 

<g= having the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 

Further described haLrline 
as receding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
making it appear he would* have 
"peaks" on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
the front center of his head 
between the peaks . Hair 
combed straight back. Normal 
or average haircut . 


25 
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Dress : 

General Appearance 


Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 

Clean shaven, neat appearing 
individual. 


*> 
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CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422% South Main 
Street, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 

1968, he was with his wife at the above address. He stated 
that at about 3:30 p.m., on the above date, ^ie began working ' 
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair. 

He said he took a radio to the kitchen and placed it on the 
table which was against the wall that was adjacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor. As he 
was working on his radio he could hear the man in the next 
apartment to him. Apartment 5B, leave his room several times 
and go into the bathroom. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he knew 
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment 5B that 
afternoon because he could hear the door of Apartment 5B 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would open and then close. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various trips that 
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this individual seemed to be spending 
an undue length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m., 
on April 4, 1968, Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noise, Mr. STEPHENS ran from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to his door that led to the hallway. He stated this is 
only a distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment building. As this was happening WILLIE . 
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B, came out of his apartment 
and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotel. 
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Mr. STEPHENS stated that the man who was in 
Apartment 5B had checked In about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. Ee stated he was sure of this because he had 
heard the landlady showiiig him the apartment atthattime. He 
stated he glanced out of his door and got h fairly good look at 
the man who h© described as b©ing a whit© male; 5* 10-11" ; ■ ' 

weighing 165 pounds; slender build; ruddy complexion; sandy 
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nos©; wearing what appeared 'to- 
be a dark blue or black suit, whit© shirt and dark tie.'’ 

Mr.- STEPHENS stated that the man who he saw running 
out of the bathroom closely resembled the man who had checked, 
into Apartment SB. Ee said he could only see the man who ran 
from the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair 
coloring and clothes were the same as the individual* in 
Apartment 5B. 

Mr. STEPHENS described : the individual he saw running 
out of the bathroom as follows: * 

v Race ’ White 

Sex • *' ; Male 

Height 5*10-11" V 

Weight 165 

Build - Slender 

Complexion. Ruddy 

Hair Sandy, slightly on dark side 

Clothing Wearing dark suit 

Mr. STEPHENS added that he had never ‘met the man who 
checked into Apartment 5B, talked to him, or knew his name^ 


. x» 


*.lt*. 
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. Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Room 3, wouth wing of rooming 
B&cotsd floor, 422* S . • MainStreet, Memphis, * 
bed the following information to 

^ c ^ d © * Mescphi 8 Police Department 

Mr. REEVES , who advised he is 74 years 
re ^ 1 J” e J* formerly a dragline operator, railroad 

f^ eman ? nd ho1 “ el clerk, advised he has resided at this 
address for the past 8 years. 

. . ,?® 0 Stated that sometime in the late afternoon of 

prxx e, x9b8, exact time not recalled, he was in his 
room when he heard a shot. He immediately walked out into 

RPrwio rge hallway at which tins® the landlady, Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER , and her husband FRAKK, who occupy room 2, next 

r ?°^’ also Ca *® out of their room. The 3 of them 
proceeded east down the large hallway or lobby of this wing 

dowi b the°h ,l i? g h °+S e th ® eaSt door * As they walked 
strm»+ Way hea:rd screams coming from across the 

Lo^fL^oJ^? east. of this building in the vicinity of the 
Eomaine Motel. Upon arriving at the rear (east) door, 

° f 5 i JS rS ln the area ins? tructed them to get back 
inside and they did so. 

...... Mr. REEVES advised he did not see anyone leave the 

a ”? °tl not know who 1 ir ®<* the ®hot and has' no 
heard* knowing th ® ® xac t location of the shot which he 

less nnrf f dViSed ^hat earlier in the afternoon of April 4 , 
1968, and perhaps around 3:00 P.M. , he had returned to his 

hi^room^hf 0 ^ 6 t0 ? lm?s Cafe lo ©at©d nearby. As he approached 
]!LuHl'»a h a strange man standing at the door of the 

of tL d L!/r*.. T ? iS ffia ® thereafter left from the vicinity 
+ t Ju the landlad y ® room and walked north across * 
ILfSiil* 7 *° * h ? north w±n % of this rooming house. He 
pointed out that the rooming house located on the second 

there is a^enclLe? 5 *^ in l W ° buildings, but 

” f? d w ? lkway toward the front ofthese two 

4h» 1 Id i^-s-,— c^nec^ng— tbe-4wo-5-^HO-4thnt-^®r®offl®— on-^the 
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second floor cam walk from the north building to the south 
ouiiding. The rooms in the north building have a "B" 

’ su ®k as 1-B, 2-B and so forth, whereas the rooms 
in the south building have no letter of the alphabet follow- 
ing the room numbers * This new tenant walked through this 
enclosed walkway from the south to the north building 

B t r@ 1<>sated * Ke did not see him again, 

?®,» p * that he onl y this man from the rear ' 

f ht -.! ide SS the ** an left th ® landlady's door and walked 
north to the north building. 

. ****• HE2VES furnished the following description of 

the man seen by* him: ^ 

! Unknown • 

Race s White 

Se *: Male 

Age : 25-30 ; 

Height : 5 * n" to 6' 

165-175 pounds 

Build: Average- 

Dark » full head of hair 

ores s. Ran 0 ® hnaHM-' in 


General Appearance; 
Miscellaneous : 


White 

Male 

25-30 ; 

5 ' ll' M to 6 ' 

165-175 pounds 
Average-- 

Dark, full head of hair 
Bare headed £ in dark suifcj^ 
did not see shirt or tie 
"Pretty neat'* 

Mr. BEEYES stated that 
this man definitely was not 
carrying anything when he 
saw him and the man did not 
say anything when he was in 
the man's presence. 
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MARREUTmc CULLOUGH , residing 
Memphis , Ten 1 e^ h one 


Memphis, telephone 




advised as follows- 




and has livL^n^fV * S a native of the state of Mississippi 
1967 wo hnH t n Men,pIjls ' Tennessee, since approximately February 
, i 1 *! present at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 

approximately 8*oo ' Memphls ’ frora approximately 5:55 p.m. until 
approximately 8.00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4. 1968 and na« nrpa . 

Christian D fead ART h^ LUTHER KING JR • » President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows: 

supporter of - Wh ° ±S 3 Negro ’ had been a sympathetic 

stJike^ Sf n Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
sxriKe m Memphis beginning February 12, 1968-. 

CULLOTjrw ?n g h? nins 3roUnd the earl y part of March 1968, MC- 

spare time > bas engaged in various strike 

te?s who + S S° n u° red by a group of Memphis Negro minis- 

Equalitv frnL? d ° P i ed ., the name Communit y on the Move for 
supporters^n^tho Sf h u S worked Wlth this group and other 
marches and ot ??^5 XS community engaging in sympathy 
centered in th£ LS rike support activity which is primarily 
o? ^he Aliffi ChSrcK 276 a S S 2 f the MAnjLmum Salary Division 
Temple AME CTurS’aflsf ^rnando^ 15 ' • nd M the Clayborn 

staff +n M f r0 h nd ? arch 18 » 1968 » the SCLC sent various of its 
a^tiJitv *anJJ h t S 1° l ssist the COME group in strike support 
speech iA 52LJ5 % C tL Dr * ^ RTIN LUTHER KING made a public 

Te Tight ofwaLh 18 e iSS ita ^° n W ° rkerS at Mason Tem P^ 
the morning f of Ma^ch^ft 19 ?!^ D +' ? 1NG returned to Memphis- on 
strike sunnort lr £ 28 , ,a 19 ? 8 ’ to lead a mass downtown Memphis 
the Beale P Str-io+ a h ’ 3 *l d after a major disturbance occurred in 
the Beale street area of Memphis resulting in considerable 
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property damage by some of the marchers, the SCLC staff left 
various of its members in Memphis to further organize the 
strike support activity. Shortly after March 28, 1968, Mr. 

MC CULLOUGH became acquainted with two members of Dr. KING’S 
staff; namely, /Rev. JAMES ORANGE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. J A ME Sf BEVEL, of Birmingham,. Alabama, and Chicago, 
Illinois, and'he has worked - with them on various projects since 
that time. 

*> 

On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, MC CULLOUGH, who 
has a blue 1967 Volkswagen, 1600 series, fastback, drove to 
the Lorraine Motel accompanied in his car by Rev. JAMES ORANGE 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, and he fixed their arrival at the motel 
in the car at about 5:55 p.m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
motel parking lot which would be on the east side of Mulberry 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car had been followed by a white Pontiac/Tem- 
pest , exact model number not recalled, driven by CLARA; ESTER, 
a st udent a t LeMoyne College and who he understands^r&sides at 
Memphis, and another young lady, MARY/HUNT , who 
lives i n the Orange Mound area of Memphis 

and who he believes attends Memphis State University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike support 
activity sponsored by COME, and they had been with BEVEL, ORANGE 
and MC CULLOUGH at the Clayborn Temple prior to coming to the 
Lorraine Motel. 

They parked their car behind the Volkswagen, and at 
that point, BEVEL, ORANGE and MC CULLOUGH and HUNT and ESTER 
got out of their cars and stood around the parking lot area. 

MC CULLOUGH recalled seeing numerous other people on the north 
end of the parking lot area which is directly in front of the 
new motel portion of the Lorraine and recalled seeing a Negro 
singing group managed by JAMES BEVEL known as the "Bread Basket 
Group." He did not know any of their specific identities. 

a . 

MC CULLOUGH was first aware of the presence in the 
vicinity of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. when he got out of* his 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second floor balcony 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, which had 
been Dr. KING’S room during his recent visit to Memphis. Dr. 
KING was leaning over the rail which runs in front of an out- 
side walkway running the length of. the second floor motel 
portion, and MC CULLOUGH noticed no one else on the balcony 
with him at the time. 
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At this point, which would probably have been close 
to 6:00 p.m., either shortly before or shortly thereafter, Mr. 

MC CULLOUGH walked back toward the car driveb by CLARA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north on the parking lot 
toward the group of people who were stand t’Ag there. 

Suddenly, MC CULLOUGH heard an explosive sound and 
recalled that he was standing and facing north when he first 
heardit. He was standing south of the position occupied by 
Dr. KING and noted that the rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and south, and that KING would have been 
facing Mulberry Street, or to the west with his back facing 
the doorway of the motel and to the east. MC CULLOUGH was 
unable to adequately describe the sound other than it was 
rather loud and had a seeming echo to it. He has served in 
the U. S. Army and would offer an opinion based on his Army 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noise 
which he heard was a gunshot sound. 

Immediately thereafter, someone in the crowd, identity 
not recalled, by MC CULLOUGH stated in essence, "Dr. KING has been 
shot." MC CULLOUGH pointed out that he had been facing north 
when he heard the sound, and upon hearing the person say some- 
thing to the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he looked eas- 
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr. KING had been standing 
and observed Dr. KING falling backward in a southeasterly direc- 
tion. It appeared as though Dr. KING may have been grasping 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although MC CULLOUGH 
could not be positive as to the physical movement, if any, of 
Dr. KING'S hands. Almost immediately, MC CULLOUGH turned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry Street, . 
which runs north and south, and saw no one either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorraine " 
Hotel and Motel. He saw no one in the area in the vicinity of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon of any sort. 

He saw no one running from the area in any direction. ’ 

A few seconds later, he recalled seeing a group of 
what he felt were Memphis Fire Department employees running 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main 
Street and whose rear entrance faces Mulberry Street and which 
is located just south of the motel, noting that these firemen 
seemed to be running toward the vicinity of the motel. 
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When' MC CULLOUGH looked upward again at the point 
where Dr. Kl!NG had fallen, he was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSEy.^ACKSON, an SCLC staff member from Chicago, looking 
out a doorway of a motel room just south of the room previously 
occupied by Dr. KING. JACKSON would have been looking in a 
westerly or actually a northwesternly direction, because he was 
looking toward KING’S prone body. 

Almost instinctively, MC CULLOUGH ran up the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which leads to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel doors 
south of where KING'S body rested. He turned north on the bal- 
cony upon reaching the second floor level, running toward Dr. 
KING’S body, and noticed that Dr. KING was lying prone in a 
crosswise position with his head pointing in a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly direction, 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective railing. 

Mr. MC CULLOUGH was the first person to reach the 
body of Dr. KING, and he knelt down to Hr. KING’S prone body. 
Almost simultaneously, one of the Negroes at the motel, iden- 
tity not recalled, handed MC CULLOUGH a towel which MC CULLOUGH 
used to apply pressure to the wounded area of Dr. KING’S body, 
Which he recalled was on the right side of his face in the 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down into his upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING'S face on the right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
his head area, and the wound appeared to start around the 
middle of his cheekbone and continue downward into his?, upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of blood, possibly 
pinhead in size, in the immediate vicinity of the large wounded 
area, and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet wounds, although he now feels that they were 
probably mere blood splotches or spots. 

MC CULLOUGH attempted to apply pressure to the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleeding, as the bleeding was quite 
profuse at this time, and as he knelt ‘down and observed Dr . 
KING’S body in its prone position with his back facing the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caused by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING from a northwesterly direc- 
tion since it entered the right side of his face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by him looking directly west as 
he stood against the hand rail. It was his definite impres- 
sion at the time, and he still holds to this impression, that 
the shot would have come from one of the buildings to the 
northwest. . There is a' series of old buildings located just 
west of the motel whose fronts woulcT face on S. Main Street, 
which is the next north-south street west of Mulberry. 

From the second story position of Dr. KING when he 
was shot, coupled with the position of the wound beginning 
around his cheekbone area and dropping down toward his neck 
area, he believes the shot in all probability would have come 
from one of these buildings at an elevated level rather than 
from the grouD area surrounding the buildings. 

MC CULLOUGH also recalled that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING'S cheekbone and upper neck area with 
the towel, he was aware of an unusual odor which was similar 
to the odor which one smells when a firecracker is exploded. 

Shortly thereafter, he was conscious of the fact that 
CLARA ESTER and MARY HUNT had come up onto the balcony and were 
standing neat him. By this time, there was no doubt in MC CUL- 
LOUGH’s mind that Dr. KING was dead. There was no movement in 
his body, and his eyes were immobile and hebbelieves they were 
open, although he could not be certain of this. He estimated 
he applied the pressure for one to two minutes, and by this 
time, a number of Negroes had gathered around the body, and he 
recalled seeing Rev. RALPH B. ABERNATHY, Dr. KING’S chief aide. 
ABERNATHY knelt down and began applying pressure with the towel 
which had originally been held by MC CULLOUGH. 

At this point, Rev. ABERNATHY relieved MC CULLOUGH, as 
MC CULLOUGH noted that CLARA ESTER and MARY HUNT were crying and 
appeared to be shaken considerably at the sight of Dr. KING'S 
body. He was afraid, they would become hysterical and he ‘there- 
after walked with them away from the area. They walked down the 
outside motel stairs to the south of Dr. KING’S body onto the 
parking lot area and stood around. 
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Date April 8, 1968 


Reverend RALPH DAVID’ ABERNATHY, 

Atlanta, Georgia, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department 
at 10:55 p.m; April 4, 1968. Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of 
the Agent’s identity and of the nature of the matter under investiga* 
tion. 


Reverend ABERNATHY, who described himself as Vice President 
at Large and Treasurer of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, stated he was Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’s closest 
associate and stated that he and Dr. KING always shared a room 
whenever they travelled together. He stated that at about 10:30 a.m. 
on April 3, 1968, he and Dr. KING registered at the Lorraine Motel, 
Mephis, Tennessee. 

Reverend AORNATKY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr, 
KING did not leave the motel and spent most of the day in their 
room, #306, which is located on the second floor of the motel. 

He stated that he and Dr. KING had been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or less when they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p.m. He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walked out onto the balcony just outside 
the door to his room. Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 
motel room but could hear Dr. KING discussing the dinner engagement 
with other associates who Reverend ABERNATHY believes were standing 
in the parking area of the motel underneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr. KING was standing. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated he heard what sounded like a fire- 
cracker and then heard the screams of persons to whom Dr. KING had 
been talking. Reverend ABERNATHY went then to the balcony and dis- 
covered Dr . KING lying there wounded in the right side of the face 
and neck. He said he believed Dr. KING attempted to speak to him 
but was unable to do so. Reverend ABERNATHY said he instructed 
someone to call an ambulance and then accompanied Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital where Dr. KING subsequently died. . 
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Reverend ABERNATHY stated that judging from the sound 
of the noise it appeared that the shot came from directly in 
front of the door and not from any great distance. He stated 
he did not observe anything that would indicate who fired the 
shot. Reverend ABERNATHY also stated that while they were in 
the motel robm Dr . KING did not, to his knowledge, receive any 
telephone calls of a threatening nature or calls from persons 
who would not identify themselves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
Dr. KING had not feared that any particular persons might 
harm him and Reverend ABERNATHY was unable to suggest any 
suspects or to provide any other information which might 
assist in identifying Dr. KING'S killer. 
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Illinois, was interviewed at "'the Memphis Police Headquarters at 
12:05 a.n., April .>5, 1968, Mr. ESKRIDGE was advised of the 
interviewing Agent’s, identity and of the nature of the matter 
under investigation; \ 


Mr. ESKRIDGE, who identified hinself as General_Counsel 
for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, advised that 
he arrived in Memphis, Tennessee, at approximately 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968, He stated he had been with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. during a portion of the day on April 4, 1968, and at 
about 5:45 p.m. was standing in the parking area of the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr. KING walked out of his motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and began to discuss 
his dinner engar|ment with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony. 


Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he was standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street and was facing Dr. KING when he heard to his 
right rear a sound like a firecracker. He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him and when he looked 
toward Dr. KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balcony. 
Mr. ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled 
that Dr. KING was standing in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck. He stated he believed the shot came from 
the area of the houses overlooking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses overlooking 
Mulberry Street. 

Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he had been standing in the parking 
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he had not observed anyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot. He said he did not know of 
anyone who wished to harm Dr. KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING’S 
killer. 
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4/X3/68 


Mr. SOLOMON/' JONES, JR., 374 Vance Avenue, Memphis, 
who is employed as a funeral director for R. S, Lewis and Sons 
at the same address was interviewed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry, Memphis. 

Mr,. JONES advised that he had been serving as 
chauffeur for Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., on Dr. KING'S last 
trip to Memphis. He believed that he had started driving for 
, Dr. KING on April 1, 1968. He stated that Reverend JAMES LAWSON 
of Memphis had requested him to drive Dr. KING while he was in 
Memphis. 


On Wednesday night, April 3, 1968, Dr. KING spoke 
at the Mason Temple in Memphis and after the speech returned 
to the Lorraine K^tel, 406 Mulberry, Memphis. Dr. KING told 
him to report back to the Lorraine Motel on Thursday morning, 

April 4, 1968, at 8*30 a.m., as Dr. KING was due to go to 
court in Memphis in regard to a restraining order. 

Mr. JONES stated that on Thursday morning, April 4, 

1968, he returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8*30 a.m., 
which motel is located at 406 Mulberry. He stated this motel 
is located on the east side of Mulberry Street and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the south by East Butler. 

He advised that he parked the car, which was used to ' 
drive Dr. KING and which car was a 1967 Cadillac and belonged 
to the R. S. Lewis and Sons Funeral Home, in the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motel. He parked this car in front of Room 
207 which is on the ground level of the Lorraine Motel. The 
car was headed into the motel area which would have been in an 
easterly direction. 

A short time after he arrived Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, 
an associate of Dr. KING, contacted JONES and stated that Dr. 

KING was not going to go to court on the morning of April 4, 

1968, and YOUNG was going to go to court. Reverend YOUNG 
informed JONES that he w.as to remain at the motel as Dr. KING • 
was to later that day address the sanitation workers. /" 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine t 

Motel and ate his lunch at the motel c At a^out 3:00 p.m., 

April 4, 1968, Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister in 
Memphis, informed JONES that .Dr. KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER' s home at 
about 5:00 p.m. , April 4, 1968. 

Mr. JONES stated that Dr. KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4, 1968, and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire day. 

He advised that Dr. KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5s 00 p^m. , as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER. At approximately 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, 
JONES noticed Dr. KING come out of a room on the balcony 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room was north of Room 306 
where Dr. KING was residing. Dr. KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dr. KING told JONES to 
start the car as they were preparing to go to dinner. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dr. KING went into Room 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. 

Dr. KING came out of Room 306 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 306._ At this 
time Dr. KING was fully dressed. Dr. KING was looking from the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground level. JONES advised the car was still parked in 
front of Room 207. Dr. KING was talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dr.. KING he should put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outside. He stated that he was 
looking up at Dr. KING during this conversation and Dr. KING 
was facing west and that he, JONES, was facing east. Dr. KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he was still looking at Dr. KING 
he heard a sound which, he thought was a fire cracker. Dr. JKING 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room 306. At this 
point JONES could see blood coming from Dr. KING, and realized 
the sound was actually a shot rather than a fire cracker. 
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JONES stated that he started screaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called several times “Dr. KING'S been shot." 

Ke advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JACKSON, a staff member of Dr. KING, was standing at 
Room 305. Ke also recalled that Dr. KING'S lawyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chicago, Illinois, was standing near JONES 
on the ground level. 

After seeing Dr. KING bleeding and realizing that 
he was shot, JONES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the side of Dr. KING as others were coming to Dr. KING'S aid. 
However, he and ESKRIDGE turned west since that was the direction 
in which the shot had originated, and went toward Mulberry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
motel. They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite the 
office of the motel. JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
then looked around and saw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten feet west and stopped at the edge of 
the sidewalk in front of the motel and stood beside a brick wall. 
He stated ESKRIDGE also ran up to same area opposite him. 

He advised when he reached this point he looked opposite the 
point where he was standing which was also the driveway area. 

He looked opposite the driveway area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Street. This area has a large retaining wall. 
Immediately above the retaining wall is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and bushes. This area is behind some buldings 
facing South Main Street. He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with his back toward Mulberry Street. 

He estimated the person he glimpsed would have been 
approximately 60 feet from where he was standing. He pointed 
out it was dusk dark and he merely got a quick glimpse of 
someone in that area. He stated that it was the back of this 
individual and he could not tell whether the person was 
Negro or white. This -person was moving rather fast and he* 
recalls that he believed he was wearing some sort of light 
colored jacket with some sort of a hood or parka. He stated 

this person appeared to him to be abput ;>'ll" or a, little taller. 
He did not see him carrying anytld®g m nis nand and did not 

notice anything concerning his dress below his waist. 
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He said he could not tell anything further about 
this individual and it could have been an officer, but he 
could not furnish any further details concerning this individual. - 

He related that he did not look, # to his left or south 
obi Mulberry Street. After taking a quick glimpse he immediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dr. KING was located. He ran 
up the middle stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308. As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphis 
Fire Department ambulance. 

At this point he stated he was in such a state of 
shock that someone put him in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment. While th^v were placing Dr. KING into the 
ambulance, LEE BERNARD, an aids of Dr. KING, came into Room 308 
arid told him to calm down and for him to drive the car and 
follow Dr. KING’S ambulance. JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been used for Dr. KING and followed the ambulance to the 
hospital. In the car with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARD. 
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Rev. BERNARD SCOTT LEE , Atlanta, 

Georgia, was interviewed at the Police D^trirtnient , Memphis, 
Tennessee, in the presence of Homicide 

Bureau, Memphis Police Department. Rev. LEE voluntarily 
furnished the following information: 

Rev. LEE stated that he came to Memphis on April 3, 
1968, with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and had been staying 
at the Lorraine Motel since his arrival. He was registered 
in Room 205 and was alone in that room. Re* advised that 
Dr. KING was registered in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY, and 
their room was immediately above his and one door south of 
his unit. 


Rev. LEE stated that he and Dr. KING and all members 
of their party had been around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He advised that he dressed for dinner and left his 
motel room at approximately 5:45 to 5:50 P.M. and went to the 
court yard of the Lorraine Motel where he joined other 
members of the staff of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) and local community people. LEE stated at 
that time he was standing about three feet from the steps 
on the north end of the court yard which led to the second 
floor of the motel. He said he saw Dr. KING come out of 
his room at approximately 6:00 P.M. and Dr. KING walked out 
on the balcony in front of that room. Rev. LEE stated about, 
that time his attention was directed to two female workers, 
names unknown, who were following one of the staff cafrs of 
SCLC as they drove into the Lorraine Motel. He said as he 
was looking at these individuals, he heard a shot and knows 
that the shot came from across the street in front of Dr. 

KING'S room and which would be coming from the west. Rev. 

LEE said he immediately realized that this was not a fire- 
cracker and that it was a shot from a high caliber rifle. 

He said he based this on his experience in the U. S. Air 
Force and pointed out that he -has fired the M-2 carbine as 
the .22 caliber rifle. He said he immediately knew 
that this was not a blast from a shotgun but from a high caliber 
rif le» Rev. LEE stated he immediately looked toward the 
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buildings which were to the west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could 
have fired that shot. He said he only recalls seeing some 
white police officers who had shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot was not from a shotgun but fr»)m a high caliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE said he turned and looked at Dr. KING and saw, 
that he had fallen back and was lying on the floor of the 
balcony. He said he believed that he saw Dr. KING'S hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING was leaning over the balcony rail at the 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floor, and he immediately started 
to where Dr. KING was, following behind Rev. YOUNG. He said 
when he reached Dr. KING, Dr. KING was lying on the balcony 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that a bullet had torn out a section of the right side 
of Dr. KING'S face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an 
ambulance and he said an ambulance appeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out that he only heard one shot and 
is of the positive opinion that this shot came from a high 
powered rifle and definitely not any type of a shotgun. He 
advised he did not see anyone fleeing the area around the 
motel who might have any connection with the person who shot 
Dr. KING and stated that at the time of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the balcony of the motel with Dr. KING. 

Rev. LEE continued by advising that the only in- 
dividuals he can identify by name who were in the court yard 
of the Lorraine Motel at the time of the shooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and Mr. SOLOMON 
JONES. Rev. LEE stated that there were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by name. Rev. LEE stated that Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
the first person to arrive at Dr. KING'S side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE stated that when he arrived at the place 
where Dr. KING was lying. Dr. KING was unconscious but did 
attempt to make some sounds which he could not understand. 
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Rev. LEE advised that Dr. KING was put in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accompanied him to the hospital. 

Rev. LEE advised that he has no ’idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dr. KING and said he noticed nothing 
at the time of the shooting which might be of value to identify 
this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot but was looking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lorraine Motel. He stated these 
are all of the facts that he can recall at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dr. KING and the events which happened 
immediately after the shooting. 
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Atlanta, Georgia, home 'telephone business tele- 
phone -was interviewed by P iTlTpri'ilf'jj' j' lft [| ifWMji| 

Homicide Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, and 
SA the Memphis Police Department at 

approximately 11:00 P.M. 

Rev .V. 'YOUNG advised that he is the Executive Vice 
President of tne Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). He stated that on April 4, 1968, «.*t approximately 
6:00 P.M. he was at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, Memphis. 

He advised that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
occupied Room 306 of this motel, and Rev. YOUNG occupied 
Room 209. He stated that at approximately 6:00 P.M., April 4, 


Rev \/ YOUNG advised that he is the Executive Vice 


1968, they were preparing to go to dinner with other members 
of the SCLC staff. He advised that Dr. KING was standing on 
the second floor on the balcony portion of the motel and Rev. 
YOUNG was down in the court yard just below Dr. KING. He 
advised that Dr. KING came out onto the balcony in front of 
Room 306 of the motel and called down to Mr. SOLOMON JONES, 
JR., who was standing on the ground level and advised 
Mr.. JONES to start the motor of the car. Rev. YOUNG stated 
that he overheard Mr.. JONES say to Dr. KING, ”1 think you 
need a coat” and then Rev. YOUNG advised that a staff member 
drove up in a car on the driveway of the motel, and he turned 
away to look at this individual. 

At this point he stated he heard a sound and thought 
it was a firecracker but then he looked up and observed Dr. 
KING lying on his back on the floor of the balcony of Room 
306. Rev. YOUNG stated he ran up the stairs to Dr. KING and 
observed that Dr. KING was seriously wounded. He then looked 
across the street and observed police officers coming from 
the area where he thought the shot may have come from but 
stated he observed no one else.. 

. Rev. YOUNG advised that the police officers then 
called for a Memphis Fire Department ambulance . and he stated 
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he helped cover Dr. KINS with a blanket and stated he observed 
that Dr. KING was losing blood rapidly. He stated that at 
this time he checked Dr. KING'S pulse and noted it was very 
strong. He stated this was just prior to t.^ arrival of the 
ambulance, but he noticed blood coming from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KING'S neck. 

Rev. YOUNG stated that when he referred to the area 
from which he thought the shot had come, he was referring 
to a large clump of bushes which is located on the west side 
of Mulberry directly opposite from the area where Dr. KING'S 
room was located. He pointed out that the motel is located 
on the east side of Mulberry. He stated he was standing 
on the ground level below Dr. KING talking to a staff member, 
whose name he could not recall, when he heard the sound which 
he later determined to be a gunshot. Ke stated that he would 
not have been able to observe a flash from a gun being fired 
on the west side of Mulberry as the swimming pool wall 
blocked his view from that area. 

He pointed out that immediately after seeing Dr. 

KING fall he ran upstairs to assist Dr. KING and then looked 
across the street but did not see any cars leaving the scene 
in a hurry and saw no individuals who he felt could have been 
responsible for the shooting. 
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WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 

406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following 
information: 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 

Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying 
at the hotel. To his knowledge, no one had been acting in a 
suspicious manner, such as asking questions about Dr. KINGl's 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of anyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were "casing" or "sizing up" the 
location during a^y of Dr. KING’S visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but be- 
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4, 1968. He said that 
Dr. KING normally was very businesslike in manner and ne\er "joked 
around" but on that date at the motel he was very jovial and was 
teasing and cutting up". He believed this type of behavior was 
out of character with Dr. KING'S past activities and thought it 
strange but could attach no meaning or significance to it. 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on April 4, 1968, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 
eitire hotel shake when the shot went off. He ran outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balcony in front of his 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel arti he could not recall any details after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 


He said he had absolutely no information or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 
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Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY, Deputy Sheriff, 

Shelby Coun ty She riff s Office, a white male, age 40, , 

residing at telephone , furnished 

the following information; 

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10, which consisted of three vehicles and twelve officers, 
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphis Police Officers. The 
Deputy Sheriffs, in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10 were W. J. BERRY, R. N. BAKER, W. A. DU FOUR, V. V. 
DOLLAHITE, and R. W. MALEY. Memphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOUGLASS, GROSS, DUNN, 
LANDERS, WRIGHT and MORRIS. 

At about 6;00 PM on April 4, 1968, Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Memphis Fire Department Engine House 
located at Main and Butler, about j block southwest of the 
Lorraine Motel, and the unit was in that location when a 
Negro male detective ran into the fire station and stated 
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon bearing this, the 
members of Tactical Unit 10, including GHORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the 
Lorraine Motel, while en route, GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro males and females standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing towards a building west of the motel, -the 
front of which was located on S. Main Street. 

GHORMLEY saw Officer DU FOUR running up the stairs 
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING'S 
body was lying. DU FOUR was followed closely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUR and BAKER, in that order, would have been the 
first officers to reach KING. 

GHORMLEY also saw Officer LANDERS scale a wall on 


the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard, 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418, 422| and 424 S. Main Street. 
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Seeing the people on the balcony pointing toward 
the building on Main Street, Officer GEQRMLEY stopped and 
retraced his steps around the fire station and ran north 
on Main Street. As he approached the building at 424 S. 

Main, he noticed a suitcase, blue in color, a rifle box, which 
was partly open and what appeared to be a blanket lying in 
the doorway at 424 S. Main. He could sejs the barrel of a 
rifle in the rifle box. At this time, a white male whose name 
he later determined was Mr. CANIPE, came to the door of 424 
S. Main and advised him that a white male, who CANIPE des- 
cribed as tall, a little on the heavy side, wearing a dark colored 
possibly black suit, a shirt and tie, having dark colored 
hair possibly black, moments before had deposited these 
articles in the doorway and had them run south on Main Street. 

Using his walkie-talkie radio, GHORMLEY advised 
his dispatcher of the information provided by Mr. CANIPE. 

He also guarded the articles lying in the doorway so no 
one would disturb them. Upon talking further to Mr. CANIPE, 
he learned from CANIPE that shortly after the white male who 
left the above described articles in CANIPE 's doorway, had 
run south on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mustang automobile drive past that location at a high rate 
of speed headed north on Main. At this time, Officer GHORMLEY 
again used his radio to advise his dispatcher of this 
information. 

The next officer to arrive at GHORMLEY ' s location 
was Officer DOUGLASS, who drove the station wagon assigned to 
Tactical Unit 10 from its location at the fire station to 
a location directly in front of 424 S. Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double parked the station wagon and aided in guarding 
the evidence left by the above described white male. 

* 

The next officer at this location was Deputy 
Sheriff V. V. DOLLAHITE, who approached the location from 
the north on Main Street after having apparently circled the - 
block. About this time. Officers from the Memphis Homicide 
Squad arrived at the scene and took charge. GHORMLEY 
estimated the total time lapsed from the time he heard that 
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KING had been shot until he discovered the. suitcase, gun and 
blanket, was no more than 2 or 3 .minutes. GHORMLEY does not 
recall seeing a white Mustang parked along the area of S. 

Main, which he covered during the time immediately following 
the shooting, neither does he .recall seeing anyone running 
south on Main Street in this same area. 

During the incident described ’^above, GRQEMLEY was 
dressed in a khaki colored long sleeve shirt bearing the 
insignia of the Shelby County Sheriff's Department, and dark 
green uniform trousers. He was not wearing a hat or helmet. 
GKQRMLEY recalls that Officer LANDERS, whom he saw scaling 
the wall across from the Lorraine Motel, was dressed in 
the usual Memphis Police Department uniform consisting of a 
blue shirt and trousers. Officer LANDERS was not wearing a 
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY recalls that there were 2 Negro males 
in Canipe's 'Amusement Center at the time he was talking to 
CANIPE. He thinks these person may also have seen the above 
described white male deposit the gun, suitcase, and blanket 
in CANIPE *s doorway and may also have seen the white Mustang 
speeding north on S. Main Street in front of CANIPE's store. 

He does not know the names of these Negroes. 
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Patrolmans VERNON VERNARD DOLMHITE, Patrol 
Ply gj. on ^S he 1^ ^County ^ g^if f *s^ Office , ^residence 

Memphis , TeS?^-see, was interviewed by 
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time he re-enacted his movements on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, after he learned that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot at the Lorraine Motel. He furnished 
the following information: 

On Thursday, April 4, 1968, he was assigned 
to Tactical Unit No. 10, consisting ©f 12 men, half of 
whom were Deputy Sheriffs and half ©f whom were police 
officers, which unit was located at the fire station at 
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.ra., when he learned that 
Dr. KING had been shot. 

Around 6:00 p.m., he and other officers were 
inside the fire station when he heard someone yell that 
Dr. KING had been shot. He immediately ran out of the 
door on the north side of the fire station, then ran 
east toward the Lorraine Motel, jumping over a fence, 
and then dropping down about a 10—foot concrete retaining 
wall which runs along the west side of Mulberry Street. 

He then ran to the driveway on Mulberry Street, which 
leads into the Lorraine Motel, to a point beneath the 
balcony where Dr. KING’S body was lying. ■ He stated' that 
he heard an unknown Negro male at the scene say, ’’The - 
dirty m~ — — f-=~— police shot him." 

As he ran into the driveway, he dropped his 
firearm and had to stop momentarily and pick up the 
firearm, checking it briefly, and then continuing.. After 
going to the scene near where the body was lying and 
determining that other officers were converging on the 
area, he immediately ran out of the driveway, running 
north on Mulberry Street to Huling and west on Huling 
Street to Main Street, .then south on Main Street. As he* 
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ran out of the driveway at the Lorraine Motel, he was 
joined by an officer named MALEY, who ran along with hist 
to a driveway on the south side of Haling Street between 
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped 
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITE kept running 
toward Main’. 

Upon reaching Main Street and turning south 
on Main Street, he saw no pedestrian traffic whatever. 

He continued running south on Main Street until he came 
to Jim's Grill, a restaurant at 418 South Main Street. 

The door was standing open. Ke stepped inside, looked 
around briefly, seeing easterners sitting around eating 
and drinking, ayd he announced to all present that no one 
should leave that restaurant until the police had arrived 
and approved their leaving the premises. He then 
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued 
running south on Main Street. 

As he came out of Jim’s Grill and started 
running south again, he observed some items lying in the 
doorway to Canipe Amusement Company at 424 South Main. 

At the time, he had no idea as to the significance of 
these items lying in that doorway. He did not stop but 
kept running south on Main past Canipe ’s, going a distance 
of some 20 to 30 feet before stopping. His purpose in 
running past Canipe *s was In order to look east around 
the corner of the building in which Canipe* s is located 
to see if he could observe anyone running or any other 
suspicious activity, DOLLAHITE stating that at this time 
he, of course, did not know the point from which the gun 
had been fired resulting in the killing of Dr. KING. 

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe 's, 
he observed that there was no area at that location where 
anyone could run or conceal himself, there being some 
large outdoor signs and a fence located just south of 
Canipe's. In addition, he observed other officers running 
north on Main on the east side of the sidewalk, coming 
from the direction of the fire station, so that these 
officers would have been in a position to see anyone 
running or any other suspicious activity in the general 
area in which DOLLAHITE was proceeding. He then turned 
around and walked north on the east side of Main to the 


84 



ME 44-1987 
3 


G 


vicinity of the doorway to Canipe Amusement Company. 

About this time other officers arrived ©a the scene 
and took up a position around the items lying in front 
of the doorway to Canipe Amusesraent Company. Patrolman 
DOLLAH3TE then walked west across Main Street in front 
of Canipe Amusement Company and stationed himself 
near a blue Camaro parked ©n the west side of Main 
opposite Canipe Amusement Company. 

Patrolman D0LLAH1TE advised t^at he is positive 
that after he arrived ©n Main Street, and until the officers 
had given their approval, no person left the area on foot. 

He is equally positive that no vehicle sped away from the 
area around Canipe Amusement Company after he arrived on 
Main Street. He stated that the only time he was not in 
a position to observe the activity in the 400 block of 
South Main after he first arrived there was during the 
time that he stepped into Jim's Grill. He stated, however, 
that he was in this grill only momentarily and he is 
certain in his own mind that he was not in Jim's Grill 
long enough for anyone to have run from either of the 
exits to a rooming house at 422 £ South Main and thereafter 
run to an automobile and leave the seen© without his 
having seen such activity. 

With regard to the owner ©f Canipe Amusement 
Company, a white man, and two customers inside Canipe 
Amusement Company, two Negro males, he stated that he saw all 
three of these persons and was with a group of officers who 
were talking to these individuals. Ke stated, however, 
that as he ran south on Main before leaving Canipe 
Amusement Company, he did not see the white male, Mr. 

CANIPE, step out onto the sidewalk. Ke stated that since 
he was alone and ©n@ of the first officers to arrive in 
this area, his essential purpose was first to attempt to 
observe and locate any suspicious person who might be 
attempting to leave the area, and secondly, wherever he 
saw any people in business houses or otherwise, he 
instructed them to remain where they were so that officers 
later checking the area would have an opportunity to 
interview everyone who was in the area - as soon as possible. . 

Patrolman BOLLAHITE advised that after other 
officers had arrived in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 
and after he had learned during the conversation that 
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one or more of the three persons ins idle Canipe Amusement 
Company reported hearing the "’squealing” of tires as a 
white Mustang sped away from the area, he observed what 
he regarded to be skid marks at a point approximately 
one car length south of the doorway t© Ca^ip© Amusement 
Company. In pointing out the general area where he 
observed these skid marks, Patrolman DGLLAHITE observed 
that there is space for three automobiles to park between 
the first driveway south of Canipe Amusement Company 
(on the east side of Main) and a no parking ssone around 
a fire plug just to the north ©f this driveway. He 
stated that he would estimate that the skid marks which 
he observed we,-re made by an automobile parked in the 
center parking area, assuming all three parking spaces 
were filled at the time. 

A.s to automobiles parked on the east side of 
Main in tho area in front of Canipe Amusement Company at 
the time he arrived on the scene, he stated he cannot 
now recall. 1 a description of the vehicles which he did 
see. Hcvwever, he doe© recall observing about a 1962 
red Chevrolet station wagon which he believes was parked 
•in the first space south of the above-mentioned driveway. 
He adv/ised that he was also under the impression he had 
seen 'this station wagon at another point just north of 
this driveway and possibly the owner had moved the car 
later on during the evening. He stated that there was an 
automobile parked directly in front of Canipe Amusement 
Company, but no automobile parked in the space immediately 
behind the car in front of Canipe Amusement Company. 

It was in this blank space, or the number two position 
south of Canipe Amusement Company, that he saw what he 
thought to be skid marks and which appeared to have been 
made as a car pulled away from that position going north 
on Main Street. 

Patrolman DOLLATSSTE advised that he had his 
firearm in his hand at all times when he was in the 400 
block of Main Street, and Iff the witnesses in Canipe 
Amusement Company reported seeing a Deputy running south 
on Mal.n carrying a firearm, then undoubtedly these 
witnesses were referring to him, Patrolman DOLLAHITE, 
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TORRENCE N 0 LANDERS,, Patrolman, Memphis Police 
Department , furnished the following information; * 

On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he was a 
member of Mobile Tactical Unit Ten which consisted of 3 
vehicles. Shortly prior to 6:00 PM, theunit stopped at the 
fire station located in the 400 block of S. Main Street 
at E. Butler Avenue. Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was 
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the time, and the motel was 
located approximately one block from the fire station. 

At approximately 5;50 PM on April 4, he heard a sharp sound 
which resembled a firearm being discharged, however, no 
one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no 
further attention to it, however, a few moments later someone 
in the fire station announced that Doctor KING had been shot. 

He immediately left the fire station by the door on the 
northwest corner, ran along side the station to a retaining 
wall in back of the station which is also Mulberry Avenue. 

He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street 
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a group of Negroes 
were gathered on the walk beneath the balcony. There was 
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked one of the men 
present, from what direction the shot was fired. This individ- 
ual pointed to the second floor windows of a rooming house 
on S. Main Street and said, "from over there." 

Officer FLANDERS immediately left the motel on 
foot, ran across Mulberry Street, and leaping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which was on the sidewalk, he boosted 
himself up onto the top of a retaining wall. He then searched 
thf? ground in back of the rooming house for footprints, 
however, he found none with the exception of 2 footprints 
near a cellar door. It had rained the previous day and 
the ground was soft and any footprints would have been easily 
noted. Just a few minutes later, he was joined in the search 

. *J!J!e PUty wh ? was wearing a light colored helmet. 

LANDERS stated that he, himself, had no hat and he was wearing 
a light blue shirt, no tie, and dark blue trousers. 
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The ground level premises in the area were immediately 
searched, however, nothing was, revealed or noted connected « 
to this investigation. Be also advised f.>at in a matter of 
a few minutes the area was swarming with officers who sealed 
off the area in a effort to apprehend the individual responsi- 
ble for shooting Doctor KING. Be reiterated that he is 
positive if anyone had been across the street from the 
Lorraine Motel in the area behind the rooming house in the 
400 block of S. Main Street, he would have been able to 
observe the individual's footprints, however, none were noted, 
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CHARLES ELVIN STONE, , Memphis, • 

Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 

Memphis Fire Department, 474 South Main Street. STONE advised 
that he is a. member of the Memphis Fire Department, and has been 
in this employment for the past three years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DR. KING was staying. 

He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. S r 3NE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR, KING. 


STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him, a shot rang out, and DR. KING fell over backwards. 

STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after 
realizing what had happened, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying the 
same thing. At that instance, all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR, KING'S motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the' Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room at the 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING| 
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police 
officer, Officer RICHMOND . STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were watching the hotel room at the time DR, KING 
was shot, and all saw' the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING. ^ 
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Mr. GEORGE W. I ,-OENNE KE , Memphis, 

Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department, 
and furnished the following information: 

LOENNEKE stated that he is a Lieutenant at the 
Memphis Fire Department, and is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, located at 4 74 South Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6.00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the 

° f the station > and w ith him was a Negro police officer. 
Officer RICHMOND, and another fireman named WILLIAM KING., 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his 

iI , .T hlch J was to the ri 8 ht of the window, Officer RICHMOND 
called him and said, "DR. KING is fixing to leave his hotel 

room. ’ LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as -LOENNEKE had not seen DR. KING for 
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the 
peephole* of the window, he saw DR. KING standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying 

wAnv^ofro* 0 another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 

an< * Reverent i BEVEL were standing to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
u S 4 . 1Cft *? something to the individual below was when the 
th°* i! aS ^ re< ** LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at something or someone that fired 
tne shot. LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND, 

KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a state of shock at the sound of this news, 
and did not take any immediate action. 

_ + LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 

wi telling other police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He then went through the lunchroom of the engine house telling 
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the officers in that location that DR. KING had been shot. 

All police officers, upon hearing the news that DR. KING had 
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
all directions in order to surround the motel in which 
DR. KING was staying. 

LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the 
police officers that DR. KING had been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did not 
observe anyone running on Main Street or ’any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that he did not see a white 
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the 
sound of an automobile leaving in a hurried manner. 

LOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the 
peephole, both before and immediately after DR. KING had been 
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a ^ 

light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just prior to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from 
DR. KING. LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, 
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to be 
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing 
what had happened, then began to attempt to administer help 
to DR. KING, He also advised that there was a white man, without 
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached 
the body of DR. KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR. KING'S body. 
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that 
date with DR. KING, and assumed that he was in DR. KING'S party. 
Approximately thirty seconds after the shot had been fired, 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking 
photographs of DR. KING'S body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at 
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR, KING, but was 'more concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot * 
beneath DR. KING'S balcony, and this man he assumed was 
DR. KING'S personal chauffeur. " 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and - 
from a position which could not be seen from the window from which 
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he helped cover Dr. KINS with a blanket and stated he observed 
that Dr. KING was losing blood rapidly. He stated that at 
this time he checked Dr. KING'S pulse and noted it was very 
strong. He stated this was just prior to t.^ arrival of the 
ambulance, but he noticed blood coming from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KING'S neck. 

Rev. YOUNG stated that when he referred to the area 
from which he thought the shot had come, he was referring 
to a large clump of bushes which is located on the west side 
of Mulberry directly opposite from the area where Dr. KING'S 
room was located. He pointed out that the motel is located 
on the east side of Mulberry. He stated he was standing 
on the ground level below Dr. KING talking to a staff member, 
whose name he could not recall, when he heard the sound which 
he later determined to be a gunshot. Ke stated that he would 
not have been able to observe a flash from a gun being fired 
on the west side of Mulberry as the swimming pool wall 
blocked his view from that area. 

He pointed out that immediately after seeing Dr. 

KING fall he ran upstairs to assist Dr. KING and then looked 
across the street but did not see any cars leaving the scene 
in a hurry and saw no individuals who he felt could have been 
responsible for the shooting. 
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WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 

406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following 
information: 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 

Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying 
at the hotel. To his knowledge, no one had been acting in a 
suspicious manner, such as asking questions about Dr. KINGl's 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of anyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were "casing" or "sizing up" the 
location during a^y of Dr. KING’S visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but be- 
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4, 1968. He said that 
Dr. KING normally was very businesslike in manner and ne\er "joked 
around" but on that date at the motel he was very jovial and was 
teasing and cutting up". He believed this type of behavior was 
out of character with Dr. KING'S past activities and thought it 
strange but could attach no meaning or significance to it. 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on April 4, 1968, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 
eitire hotel shake when the shot went off. He ran outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balcony in front of his 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel arti he could not recall any details after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 


He said he had absolutely no information or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 
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Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY, Deputy Sheriff, 

Shelby Coun ty She riff s Office, a white male, age 40, , 

residing at telephone , furnished 

the following information; 

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10, which consisted of three vehicles and twelve officers, 
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphis Police Officers. The 
Deputy Sheriffs, in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10 were W. J. BERRY, R. N. BAKER, W. A. DU FOUR, V. V. 
DOLLAHITE, and R. W. MALEY. Memphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOUGLASS, GROSS, DUNN, 
LANDERS, WRIGHT and MORRIS. 

At about 6;00 PM on April 4, 1968, Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Memphis Fire Department Engine House 
located at Main and Butler, about j block southwest of the 
Lorraine Motel, and the unit was in that location when a 
Negro male detective ran into the fire station and stated 
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon bearing this, the 
members of Tactical Unit 10, including GHORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the 
Lorraine Motel, while en route, GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro males and females standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing towards a building west of the motel, -the 
front of which was located on S. Main Street. 

GHORMLEY saw Officer DU FOUR running up the stairs 
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING'S 
body was lying. DU FOUR was followed closely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUR and BAKER, in that order, would have been the 
first officers to reach KING. 

GHORMLEY also saw Officer LANDERS scale a wall on 


the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard, 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418, 422| and 424 S. Main Street. 
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Seeing the people on the balcony pointing toward 
the building on Main Street, Officer GEQRMLEY stopped and 
retraced his steps around the fire station and ran north 
on Main Street. As he approached the building at 424 S. 

Main, he noticed a suitcase, blue in color, a rifle box, which 
was partly open and what appeared to be a blanket lying in 
the doorway at 424 S. Main. He could sejs the barrel of a 
rifle in the rifle box. At this time, a white male whose name 
he later determined was Mr. CANIPE, came to the door of 424 
S. Main and advised him that a white male, who CANIPE des- 
cribed as tall, a little on the heavy side, wearing a dark colored 
possibly black suit, a shirt and tie, having dark colored 
hair possibly black, moments before had deposited these 
articles in the doorway and had them run south on Main Street. 

Using his walkie-talkie radio, GHORMLEY advised 
his dispatcher of the information provided by Mr. CANIPE. 

He also guarded the articles lying in the doorway so no 
one would disturb them. Upon talking further to Mr. CANIPE, 
he learned from CANIPE that shortly after the white male who 
left the above described articles in CANIPE 's doorway, had 
run south on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mustang automobile drive past that location at a high rate 
of speed headed north on Main. At this time, Officer GHORMLEY 
again used his radio to advise his dispatcher of this 
information. 

The next officer to arrive at GHORMLEY ' s location 
was Officer DOUGLASS, who drove the station wagon assigned to 
Tactical Unit 10 from its location at the fire station to 
a location directly in front of 424 S. Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double parked the station wagon and aided in guarding 
the evidence left by the above described white male. 

* 

The next officer at this location was Deputy 
Sheriff V. V. DOLLAHITE, who approached the location from 
the north on Main Street after having apparently circled the - 
block. About this time. Officers from the Memphis Homicide 
Squad arrived at the scene and took charge. GHORMLEY 
estimated the total time lapsed from the time he heard that 
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KING had been shot until he discovered the. suitcase, gun and 
blanket, was no more than 2 or 3 .minutes. GHORMLEY does not 
recall seeing a white Mustang parked along the area of S. 

Main, which he covered during the time immediately following 
the shooting, neither does he .recall seeing anyone running 
south on Main Street in this same area. 

During the incident described ’^above, GRQEMLEY was 
dressed in a khaki colored long sleeve shirt bearing the 
insignia of the Shelby County Sheriff's Department, and dark 
green uniform trousers. He was not wearing a hat or helmet. 
GKQRMLEY recalls that Officer LANDERS, whom he saw scaling 
the wall across from the Lorraine Motel, was dressed in 
the usual Memphis Police Department uniform consisting of a 
blue shirt and trousers. Officer LANDERS was not wearing a 
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY recalls that there were 2 Negro males 
in Canipe's 'Amusement Center at the time he was talking to 
CANIPE. He thinks these person may also have seen the above 
described white male deposit the gun, suitcase, and blanket 
in CANIPE *s doorway and may also have seen the white Mustang 
speeding north on S. Main Street in front of CANIPE's store. 

He does not know the names of these Negroes. 
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Patrolmans VERNON VERNARD DOLMHITE, Patrol 
Ply gj. on ^S he 1^ ^County ^ g^if f *s^ Office , ^residence 

Memphis , TeS?^-see, was interviewed by 
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time he re-enacted his movements on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, after he learned that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot at the Lorraine Motel. He furnished 
the following information: 

On Thursday, April 4, 1968, he was assigned 
to Tactical Unit No. 10, consisting ©f 12 men, half of 
whom were Deputy Sheriffs and half ©f whom were police 
officers, which unit was located at the fire station at 
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.ra., when he learned that 
Dr. KING had been shot. 

Around 6:00 p.m., he and other officers were 
inside the fire station when he heard someone yell that 
Dr. KING had been shot. He immediately ran out of the 
door on the north side of the fire station, then ran 
east toward the Lorraine Motel, jumping over a fence, 
and then dropping down about a 10—foot concrete retaining 
wall which runs along the west side of Mulberry Street. 

He then ran to the driveway on Mulberry Street, which 
leads into the Lorraine Motel, to a point beneath the 
balcony where Dr. KING’S body was lying. ■ He stated' that 
he heard an unknown Negro male at the scene say, ’’The - 
dirty m~ — — f-=~— police shot him." 

As he ran into the driveway, he dropped his 
firearm and had to stop momentarily and pick up the 
firearm, checking it briefly, and then continuing.. After 
going to the scene near where the body was lying and 
determining that other officers were converging on the 
area, he immediately ran out of the driveway, running 
north on Mulberry Street to Huling and west on Huling 
Street to Main Street, .then south on Main Street. As he* 
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ran out of the driveway at the Lorraine Motel, he was 
joined by an officer named MALEY, who ran along with hist 
to a driveway on the south side of Haling Street between 
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped 
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITE kept running 
toward Main’. 

Upon reaching Main Street and turning south 
on Main Street, he saw no pedestrian traffic whatever. 

He continued running south on Main Street until he came 
to Jim's Grill, a restaurant at 418 South Main Street. 

The door was standing open. Ke stepped inside, looked 
around briefly, seeing easterners sitting around eating 
and drinking, ayd he announced to all present that no one 
should leave that restaurant until the police had arrived 
and approved their leaving the premises. He then 
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued 
running south on Main Street. 

As he came out of Jim’s Grill and started 
running south again, he observed some items lying in the 
doorway to Canipe Amusement Company at 424 South Main. 

At the time, he had no idea as to the significance of 
these items lying in that doorway. He did not stop but 
kept running south on Main past Canipe ’s, going a distance 
of some 20 to 30 feet before stopping. His purpose in 
running past Canipe *s was In order to look east around 
the corner of the building in which Canipe* s is located 
to see if he could observe anyone running or any other 
suspicious activity, DOLLAHITE stating that at this time 
he, of course, did not know the point from which the gun 
had been fired resulting in the killing of Dr. KING. 

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe 's, 
he observed that there was no area at that location where 
anyone could run or conceal himself, there being some 
large outdoor signs and a fence located just south of 
Canipe's. In addition, he observed other officers running 
north on Main on the east side of the sidewalk, coming 
from the direction of the fire station, so that these 
officers would have been in a position to see anyone 
running or any other suspicious activity in the general 
area in which DOLLAHITE was proceeding. He then turned 
around and walked north on the east side of Main to the 
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vicinity of the doorway to Canipe Amusement Company. 

About this time other officers arrived ©a the scene 
and took up a position around the items lying in front 
of the doorway to Canipe Amusesraent Company. Patrolman 
DOLLAH3TE then walked west across Main Street in front 
of Canipe Amusement Company and stationed himself 
near a blue Camaro parked ©n the west side of Main 
opposite Canipe Amusement Company. 

Patrolman D0LLAH1TE advised t^at he is positive 
that after he arrived ©n Main Street, and until the officers 
had given their approval, no person left the area on foot. 

He is equally positive that no vehicle sped away from the 
area around Canipe Amusement Company after he arrived on 
Main Street. He stated that the only time he was not in 
a position to observe the activity in the 400 block of 
South Main after he first arrived there was during the 
time that he stepped into Jim's Grill. He stated, however, 
that he was in this grill only momentarily and he is 
certain in his own mind that he was not in Jim's Grill 
long enough for anyone to have run from either of the 
exits to a rooming house at 422 £ South Main and thereafter 
run to an automobile and leave the seen© without his 
having seen such activity. 

With regard to the owner ©f Canipe Amusement 
Company, a white man, and two customers inside Canipe 
Amusement Company, two Negro males, he stated that he saw all 
three of these persons and was with a group of officers who 
were talking to these individuals. Ke stated, however, 
that as he ran south on Main before leaving Canipe 
Amusement Company, he did not see the white male, Mr. 

CANIPE, step out onto the sidewalk. Ke stated that since 
he was alone and ©n@ of the first officers to arrive in 
this area, his essential purpose was first to attempt to 
observe and locate any suspicious person who might be 
attempting to leave the area, and secondly, wherever he 
saw any people in business houses or otherwise, he 
instructed them to remain where they were so that officers 
later checking the area would have an opportunity to 
interview everyone who was in the area - as soon as possible. . 

Patrolman BOLLAHITE advised that after other 
officers had arrived in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 
and after he had learned during the conversation that 
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one or more of the three persons ins idle Canipe Amusement 
Company reported hearing the "’squealing” of tires as a 
white Mustang sped away from the area, he observed what 
he regarded to be skid marks at a point approximately 
one car length south of the doorway t© Ca^ip© Amusement 
Company. In pointing out the general area where he 
observed these skid marks, Patrolman DGLLAHITE observed 
that there is space for three automobiles to park between 
the first driveway south of Canipe Amusement Company 
(on the east side of Main) and a no parking ssone around 
a fire plug just to the north ©f this driveway. He 
stated that he would estimate that the skid marks which 
he observed we,-re made by an automobile parked in the 
center parking area, assuming all three parking spaces 
were filled at the time. 

A.s to automobiles parked on the east side of 
Main in tho area in front of Canipe Amusement Company at 
the time he arrived on the scene, he stated he cannot 
now recall. 1 a description of the vehicles which he did 
see. Hcvwever, he doe© recall observing about a 1962 
red Chevrolet station wagon which he believes was parked 
•in the first space south of the above-mentioned driveway. 
He adv/ised that he was also under the impression he had 
seen 'this station wagon at another point just north of 
this driveway and possibly the owner had moved the car 
later on during the evening. He stated that there was an 
automobile parked directly in front of Canipe Amusement 
Company, but no automobile parked in the space immediately 
behind the car in front of Canipe Amusement Company. 

It was in this blank space, or the number two position 
south of Canipe Amusement Company, that he saw what he 
thought to be skid marks and which appeared to have been 
made as a car pulled away from that position going north 
on Main Street. 

Patrolman DOLLATSSTE advised that he had his 
firearm in his hand at all times when he was in the 400 
block of Main Street, and Iff the witnesses in Canipe 
Amusement Company reported seeing a Deputy running south 
on Mal.n carrying a firearm, then undoubtedly these 
witnesses were referring to him, Patrolman DOLLAHITE, 
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TORRENCE N 0 LANDERS,, Patrolman, Memphis Police 
Department , furnished the following information; * 

On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he was a 
member of Mobile Tactical Unit Ten which consisted of 3 
vehicles. Shortly prior to 6:00 PM, theunit stopped at the 
fire station located in the 400 block of S. Main Street 
at E. Butler Avenue. Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was 
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the time, and the motel was 
located approximately one block from the fire station. 

At approximately 5;50 PM on April 4, he heard a sharp sound 
which resembled a firearm being discharged, however, no 
one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no 
further attention to it, however, a few moments later someone 
in the fire station announced that Doctor KING had been shot. 

He immediately left the fire station by the door on the 
northwest corner, ran along side the station to a retaining 
wall in back of the station which is also Mulberry Avenue. 

He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street 
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a group of Negroes 
were gathered on the walk beneath the balcony. There was 
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked one of the men 
present, from what direction the shot was fired. This individ- 
ual pointed to the second floor windows of a rooming house 
on S. Main Street and said, "from over there." 

Officer FLANDERS immediately left the motel on 
foot, ran across Mulberry Street, and leaping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which was on the sidewalk, he boosted 
himself up onto the top of a retaining wall. He then searched 
thf? ground in back of the rooming house for footprints, 
however, he found none with the exception of 2 footprints 
near a cellar door. It had rained the previous day and 
the ground was soft and any footprints would have been easily 
noted. Just a few minutes later, he was joined in the search 

. *J!J!e PUty wh ? was wearing a light colored helmet. 

LANDERS stated that he, himself, had no hat and he was wearing 
a light blue shirt, no tie, and dark blue trousers. 
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The ground level premises in the area were immediately 
searched, however, nothing was, revealed or noted connected « 
to this investigation. Be also advised f.>at in a matter of 
a few minutes the area was swarming with officers who sealed 
off the area in a effort to apprehend the individual responsi- 
ble for shooting Doctor KING. Be reiterated that he is 
positive if anyone had been across the street from the 
Lorraine Motel in the area behind the rooming house in the 
400 block of S. Main Street, he would have been able to 
observe the individual's footprints, however, none were noted, 
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CHARLES ELVIN STONE, , Memphis, • 

Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 

Memphis Fire Department, 474 South Main Street. STONE advised 
that he is a. member of the Memphis Fire Department, and has been 
in this employment for the past three years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DR. KING was staying. 

He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. S r 3NE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR, KING. 


STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him, a shot rang out, and DR. KING fell over backwards. 

STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after 
realizing what had happened, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying the 
same thing. At that instance, all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR, KING'S motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the' Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room at the 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING| 
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police 
officer, Officer RICHMOND . STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were watching the hotel room at the time DR, KING 
was shot, and all saw' the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING. ^ 
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Mr. GEORGE W. I ,-OENNE KE , Memphis, 

Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department, 
and furnished the following information: 

LOENNEKE stated that he is a Lieutenant at the 
Memphis Fire Department, and is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, located at 4 74 South Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6.00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the 

° f the station > and w ith him was a Negro police officer. 
Officer RICHMOND, and another fireman named WILLIAM KING., 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his 

iI , .T hlch J was to the ri 8 ht of the window, Officer RICHMOND 
called him and said, "DR. KING is fixing to leave his hotel 

room. ’ LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as -LOENNEKE had not seen DR. KING for 
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the 
peephole* of the window, he saw DR. KING standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying 

wAnv^ofro* 0 another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 

an< * Reverent i BEVEL were standing to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to 
u S 4 . 1Cft *? something to the individual below was when the 
th°* i! aS ^ re< ** LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at something or someone that fired 
tne shot. LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND, 

KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a state of shock at the sound of this news, 
and did not take any immediate action. 

_ + LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 

wi telling other police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He then went through the lunchroom of the engine house telling 
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the officers in that location that DR. KING had been shot. 

All police officers, upon hearing the news that DR. KING had 
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
all directions in order to surround the motel in which 
DR. KING was staying. 

LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the 
police officers that DR. KING had been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did not 
observe anyone running on Main Street or ’any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that he did not see a white 
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the 
sound of an automobile leaving in a hurried manner. 

LOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the 
peephole, both before and immediately after DR. KING had been 
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a ^ 

light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just prior to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from 
DR. KING. LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, 
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to be 
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing 
what had happened, then began to attempt to administer help 
to DR. KING, He also advised that there was a white man, without 
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached 
the body of DR. KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR. KING'S body. 
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that 
date with DR. KING, and assumed that he was in DR. KING'S party. 
Approximately thirty seconds after the shot had been fired, 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking 
photographs of DR. KING'S body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at 
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR, KING, but was 'more concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot * 
beneath DR. KING'S balcony, and this man he assumed was 
DR. KING'S personal chauffeur. " 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and - 
from a position which could not be seen from the window from which 
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On the evening of April 4, 1968, items listed 
below were given by Inspector N. E, ZACHARY, Homicide Bureau, 

Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, to Special Agerft 
In Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN, of the Memphis Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Inspector ZACHARY personally 
recovered these items from the sidewalk in front of 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis. These items were then turned over by 
Mr. JENSEN to Special Agent ROBERT FITZPATRICK, who personally 
delivered these to^ Special Agent ROBERT A. FRAZIER, of the 
FBI Laboratory, Washington, D.C., at 5:10 a.m. on the morning 
of April 5, 1968. The items delivered are as follows: 

(1.) A black cardboard box which had originally ~ * 
contained a Browning Mauser rifle. At one end of this box 
appears a label bearing Number 130712. 

(2.) Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, Serial 

Number 461476, on which is mounted a Redfield telescopic sight. 

(3.) An empty ammunition clip removed from this 
rifle by Spec ROBERT G. JENSEN and 

(4.) An empty shell casing removed fromthe chamber 
of this rifle by Mr. JENSEN and Special Agent 

(5.) A box containing nine cartridges. 

(6.), ...A green and brown herringbone patterned bedspread. 

(7.) A blue plastic zippered suitcase approximately 
twenty by thirty inches, which contained the following items: 

(8.) One' magnetic tack hammer. 

(9.) One pair of pliers bearing the label, "Rompage." 

(10.) Standard Oil road map designated, "Georgia - Alabai 
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(11.) The first section of the April 4, 1968, 
issue of the "Commercial Appeal," a daily newspaper published 
at Memphis, Tennessee. 

(12.)' A Standard Oil map of the United States. 

(13.) Ope roll of bathroom tissue. 

(14.) Binoculars, trade name, Banner By Bushnell, ,, 
Serial Number DQ 408664. 

(l§Sf-) Leather or plastic binocular case. # 

(16. Cardboard carton marked, "Bushnell." 

(17.) Gray paper bag bearing an advertisement for 
York Arras Company, Memphis, Tennessee. 

(18.) .York Arms Company sales slip in the amount of , 
$41.55, dated April 4, 1968. 

* 

(19.) Clear plastic box containing a Gillette Safety 
Razor, Gillette razor blades, an aerosol can of Gillette shaving 
creme, a can of Gillette Right Guard deodorant, and a tube 
of Gillette Heads Up hair cream. A price sticker appears on this 
box bearing the legend, "Oliver Rexall, Whitehaven, phone 
397-2301, $1.89." 

(20.) .One white and yellow checked hand-towel. 

f, 

(21.) One white handkerchief. 

(22.) One tube of Colgate toothpaste. 

(23.) One pair of long black socks. 

(24.) One seven ounce can of Gillette Right Guard 

deodorant. 

(25.) One six-transistor Channel Master pocket 
size radio. 

(26.) One bottle of Bufferin tablets. 

(27.) One gray cloth belt. 


/OO V 


ry r\ -P ^ T* WCf* 



* 


ME: 44-1987 

3 _ 

(29.) One bottle of One-A-Day vitamin tablets. 

(30.) One small bar of Cashmere Bouquet soap, 
bearing on the wrapper an advertisement for Friendship Inns. 

(31.) One small size bar of Cashmere Bouquet soap. 

i 

(32.) One small bar of Cameo soap. 

(33.) One bar of Dial soap. 

(34.) One hair brush. • _ 

(35.) One tube of Head and Shoulders shampoo, stamped 
,r Liggett Rexal. 7 ^Number 1678, $1.10." 

(36.) One can of Kiwi brown shoe polish. 

(37.) One aerosol can of Palmolive Rapid Shave, 
stamped, "Liggett Rexall Number 3478, 79£." 

(38.) A maroon button. 

(39.) One toothbrush. 

(40.) One safety razor, brand unknown. 

(41.) One plastic bottle of Mennen Afta Shaving lotion. 
(42.) Two bobby pins. 

(43.) Brown paper bag containing two unopened cans 
of Schlitz beer, bearing the legend, "Mississippi Tax Paid, 

4 cents." - 


Also delivered to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Laboratory by Special Agent FITZPATRICK were the following 
three twenty dollar bills, which had been obtained from 
Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, it being believed that one of them 
had been given to her on April 4, 1968, by the unknown murderer 
who had rented a room in her rooming house: 

Federal Reserve Note 
Series 1963 A SN F14002844A 

Federal Reserve Note 
Series 1963 A SN Hl£164663A 
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The following items wore received by SA ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK f 10 m SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN at the FBI Office 
841 Federal Building, Memphis, Tennessee; ’ 

4 

i 1) One pair of men’s shorts (waij^t band 

in unstretched condition, one side measures 
approximately 11-3/4 inches, which would be 
waist band of approximately 23-1/2 inches) 

2) T-shirt, slue 42-44, designated ’’Jockey Power 
Knit,” T-shirt largo size. It appears on 
visual examination that the lower portion of 
the T-shirt has been cut, 

3) One board which is part of a window sill 
in the window of a bathroom at 422| South 
Main Street, Memphis, 

These items were personally taken by SA ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK to the FBI Laboratory, Washington, D. C« 

SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK left the Memphis FBI Office 
at 6:15 p.m., April 6, 1968, en route Metropolitan Airport, • 
Memphis, Tennessee. SA FITZPATRICK arrived at the Airport 
at 6:40 p.m., boarded American Airlines Flight #132 en route 
Washington, D. C, , at Washington National Airport. 

SA FITZPATRICK arrived at Washington National Airport, 
Washington, D, C. , at 9:45 p.m. , and personally delivered the 
aforementioned evidence to SA JAMES CADIGAN of the Document 
Section, FBI, Washington, D, C. , at 9:55 p.m. 

SA FITZPATRICK had these items of evidence in 
possession at all times until they were personally delivered :> 
by SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK to Washington, D. C. , and ultimately 
released to SA JAMES CADIGAN of the FBI Laboratory, Washington ,D,C. 



by — SAJROBBltT FITZPATRICK,^ ; Date dictaled 4/10/68 
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i 1 ?! 1 111 Homicide Bureau, police Department, 

Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which time he furnished the following information: 

At the instructions of Assistant Chief ROUTT of the 
Memphis Police Department, he went to St. Joseph's Hospital at 
approximately 7:45 p.ra. this evening. While at the hospital, 
he obtained the personal clothing from the body of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. At this time, KING’S body was located in a 
consultation room on the main -floor of St. Joseph's Hospital 
adjacent to the emergency ward. 

He then brought the clothing belonging to Dr. KING 
to the Homicide ^ureau of the Memphis Police Department. 

At this point made available for exam*- 

ination the following items belonging to Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING: 

1) White long sleeve Arrow shirt, wash-and-wear style, 
showing a composition made «p of dacron and polyester. This 
shirt was blood stained and there was a large hole on the right 
side in the area of the collar. 

2) One black suit coat and pants bearing the label 
petroceli and the name Zimmerman, Atlanta, on the inside label 
of the coat. The coat was blood stained and torn. 

3) One pair black 100 percent nylon shorts, size 34, 
bearing the name Shorewood. 

4) One tie, brand D and H, bearing the name Apparel Shop. 

5) One pair men's black socks. 

6) One white T-shirt bearing the name Lewis, medium size, 

which was blood stained. 

7) Dne pair black Bannister shoes. 
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— ' — : ^m«s»ap«v-5|^3ai Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, advised that he had taken the following 
photographs on April 4, 1968. He stated* he used 4x5 
speedgraphic camera, serial number 969171, equipped with a 
135 mm Graplex Optar lens, serial number 45917. 
advised that he used Kodak Tri-X film and number 5 
General Electric photo flashbulbs for the photographs. 

1. Showing blood on veranda, second floor of 
Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry. Exposure data: 1/200 second 
F.18, distance approximately 6 feet. 

2. Front of Lorraine Motel showing rooms 206 

and 306. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 

approximately 30 feet. • 

3. Front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 S. 

Main, showing bundle. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18 

distance 10 feet. 

f 4 » Front of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 S. 

Main, showing bundle. Exposure data: distance 10 feet 

1/200 second F.18. * 

_ „ ?• Showing interior of room 5-B, second floor, 

4Z2j S. Main Street, shooting southeast from entrance. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 12 feet. 

6. Showing interior of room 5-B, shooting south 
from entrance. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 

12 feet . . 

- 1 • Showing second floor hallway looking west, 

422$ S. Main. Exposure data,: 1/200 second F.18, distance 

approximately 25 feet. 

8. Showing rear stairs leaving from second floor 

^ xpoSure data : 1/200 second F.18, 
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9. Showing rear stairs looking towards second 
floor 422 \ S. Main T Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, 

distance 25 feets. •) 

10. Showing entry to rear bathrooa second floor, 
422J S. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 

15 feet. 


11 . Showing entry of rear bathroom second floor 
looking east 422^ S. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second 

F.18, distance 10 feet, 

12. Showing bathtub in rear bathroom second floor 

422$ S. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 

7 feet. 

13. Showing rear exterior of second floor 422| 

S, Main, Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 20 feet, 

14. Showing screens found near north wall at rear 

of 422$ S, Main looking 1 northwest. Exposure data: 1/200 

second F.18, distance 7 feet, 

15. Showing debris at rear of Jim's Grill, 418 S. 

Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 7'feet. 

16. Showing footprint found between 418 and 422 \ 

S. Main, Exposure data: 1/200 second F,18, distance 8 feet. 

17. Closeup of footprint found between 418 and 

422$ S. Main, Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 

6 feet. 


■mm The ab ove photogra phs ' were developed and printed 
by WllJW.il 1 Photographer , • Memphis Police 

Department, Memphis, Tennessee. 
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23. Showing left upper body of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, P.32, 

distance 4$’. 

24. Showing left upper body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.3&>, 
distance 2*’. 

25. Showing upper body of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

distance 6*. 

26. Showing left rear of body of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

distance 3$*. 

27. Showing upper back of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

distance 4'. 

28. Showing right rear of body of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

distance 4'. 

29. Showing right side of body of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

distance 5’. 

30. Showing rear of body of victim. 

Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

distance 5*. 

The following phot og r aphs were taken on April 

film described above. Natural lighting was used for 
illumination, except where noted; 

31. Looking north on Main Street toward 

the 400 block of South Main. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 

infinity. 

32. Showing Fire Station Number 2, 
northeast corner of Main Street, looking 

. east. Exposure data: 1/100 second, F.22, 
distance 100'. 



33. Showing Fire Station Number 2, 
northeast corner of Nain and Butler, 
looking east. Exposure data: 1/100 second, 

F.22, distance 100'. 

/ 

34/ Showing entrance to parking lot and 
Junk yard, south side of 424 South Main. 
Exposure data: 1/100 second, F.22, 

distance 100'. 

» 

35. Showing entrance to parking lot and 

^unk yard, immediately to the south of 
,424 South Nain, looking east. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance 100'. 

t 

36. Shewing front of 422, 422$ and 

424 South Vain, looking east. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.32, distance 100'. 

37. Showing front of 418, 422, and 
422§ South Main, looking east. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance 100'. 

38. Showing front of 422, 422$ and 424 

South Main, looking northeast. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance 30*. 

39. Showing 418, 422 and 422$ South 

Main, looking southeast. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance 100*. 

40. Showing Main Street and east side of 
^..sidewalk on Main Street, looking south 

from Ruling Avenue. Exposure data: 

1/100 second, F.22, distance infinity. 

41. Looking west from front of Room 306, 

second floor, Lorraine Motel. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance infinity 

42. Looking west from driveway entrance 

to Lorraine Motel on Mulberry. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance infinity 



43. Shoving front of Lorraine Hotel front 

entrance driveway on Mulberry Street, 
looking east. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 

F.22, distance 100'. 

44. Shoving Lorraine Motel from south 

entrance, looking north from Butler Street. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 

50*. 

45. Showing Lorraine Motel, looking 

northeast. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 

. F.22 , distance infinity., 

46. 'Showing Lorraine Motel, locking northeast. 

Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 50* 

47. Shoving rear of Fire Station Number 2, 

looking northwest. Exposure data: 1/200 

second, F.22, distance 100'. 

48. Shoving Mulberry Street from intersection 

of Mulberry and Butler Streets, looking north. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 

100 *. 


49. Showing Lorraine Motel from top of rear 

steps of Fire Station Number 2, looking 
northeast. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 

F.22, distance infinity. 

50. Shoving Lorraine Hotel from northeast 

corner of Fire Station Number 2. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance infinity. 

51. Showing rear of 418 - 422 South Main 

Street, looking northwest. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 100*. 

52. Showing rear of 418 - 424 South Main, 

looking northwest. Exposure data: 1/200, 

F.22, distance 100*. 
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53. Showing rear of 422 -424 South Main, 
looking northwest. Exposure data: 

1/200 second, F.22, distance 100* • 

54. Showing northern most portion of 

parking lot and junk yard which is located 
immediately south of 424 South Main, 
looking west. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 

F.22, distance 100'. 

55. Showing parking lot and junk yard, 
looking southwest. Exposure data: 

1/200 second, F.22, distance 100'. 

56. Showing Lorraine Hotel, corner of 

Mulberi ^ and Huling, looking southeast. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, 

distance 100’. 

57. Showing Lorraine Hotel and Motel from 
Huling entrance, looking south. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 100 '« 

58. Showing second floor hallway, 422$ 

South Main, looking east* Exposure 
data: 1/50 second, F*8, distance 25'. 

One number five General Electric photo 
flash bull) used for illumination. 

59. Showing outside of Room 5B, second 
floor, 422$ South Main. Exposure data: 
1/200 second, F.22, distance 5*. One 
number five General Electric photo flash 
bulb used for illumination. 

60. Showing inside of second floor rear 
bathroom window, 422$ South Main. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 4*. 

One number five General Electric photo 
flash bulb used for illumination. 

61. Showing Lorraine Motel from opening 
in second floor rear bathroom window, 

422$ South Main. Exposure data: 

1/200 second, F.22, distance infinity. 
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62. Showing Lorraine Kotel from second floor 
rear bathroom window, ,422§ South Main. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F. 22, distance 

infinity. 


. Jstated that he personally 

developed and printed all photographs described above. 
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• TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL 3 INER 

858 Madison Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

AUTOPSY REPORT 


NAME OF DECEDENT 
HOME ADDRESS 


0« >T*t(T 


CITY rt TOWN 


COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER 


ADDRESS 1 




DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ADDRESS 1*C 


ANATOMICAL DIAGNOSIS 


Fracture of mandible 
_Laceration vert ebral artery, •fti'nilm 
clavian artery, right, 
JLncerationof_si)inal cord 


lapulnu 


CAUSE OF DEATH Gun gfrnf 1 

thoracic 



The purpose of this report is to provide a certified opinion to the County Medical 
Examiner and the District Attorne, General. The facts and finding, to snpp“ t ttase ^ 
elusions are filed .1th the office of the state Medical Exaolnar. 
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Date April 10, 19 68 


Mr. GUY WARREN CAN* I PE, JR., 

Memphis, Tennessee, telephone number owner of 

Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, tel ephone number J?25 -0439 . furbished the following 
information to Homicide Bur eau. Memphis 
Police Department, and Special Agent jgggMHMlIf 


He has been in business in the South Main Street 
area for the past twenty years. His stoi£ had been closed 
and unattended most of the day, April 4, 1968, he having 
been with Mr. EDWIN BODENHEIMER, Memphis, 

one of his competitors and a close friend, during the day. 
He had left his store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.M. and did not 
return until after 5:00 P.M. 


Soon after he returned, two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on some 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door. 

He had been playing records on a "jukebox" located toward the 
front of the store. He did not hear a shot or noise which ' 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 P.M. One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him subsequently to say that 
hfe, the customer, did hear a shot. 


Sometime around 6:00 P.M. (although he has no way 
of fixing the time) , he heard a "thud” in the vicinity of 
front dooi f of his store. He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store. He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the sidewalk. Almost simultaneously as he looked 
up after hearing this "thud," he saw a white man walking 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store. 


After hesitating momentarily, Mr. CANIPE walked 
u+ 0 u t0 the sldewalk » looking in both directions to see 
wnat happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 

As 5® did thls * a white small car, possibly a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east side of Main Street 

4 „ J ls store. There was only one man* 

. . T M . W Ql* ■ Vfil* a 
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Khen Mr. CANIPE looked north on Main Street he 
saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk on the 
east side of Main, approaching Mr. CANIPE, this Deputy having 
his revolver drawn. Mr. CANIPE, concluding that something 
unusual had just occurred, immediately stepped back into 
his store. This Deputy proceeded south on the sidewalk past 
his store, not stopping, A short time later after other 
officers had arrived, he saw this same Deputy and talked 
to him. He docs not know his name. 

After additional officers arrived, their attention 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE's store 

As to the contents of the bundle or package which 
he observed, he pointed out that it appeared to be a rather 
large pasteboard box about the size he would expect a shotgun 
or rifle to be shipped in. The top of this box was ajar and 
he observed a portion of a gun barrel. There was some type 
cloth over the top of this bundle, which cloth was green in 
color and which impressed him as possibly being, a curtain of 
some kind. In observing this bundle he noticed that the 
pasteboard bo**fead ihe word "Browning" on it^ He also saw 
some type of suitcase or brief case underneath the cloth. 

. r • 

As to the parking situation in front of his store, 
Mr. CANIPE furnished the following information: 


In front of his store on the east side of Main 
there are three parking spaces between a fire plug and a 
driveway south of his store. He usually is able to park in 
one of these spaces. However, when he arrived at his store 
after 5:00 P,M«, April 4, 1968, all three of these spaces 
were filled and he had to park his 1962 red station wagon at 
a point south of the above mentioned driveway. He does not 
recall noticing the make and model of the three cars parked 
in these spaces, but he is certain that there was a white 
smaller car, possibly a Valiant or Comet, parked in the 
parking space nearest his door (which will be referred to 
as parking space number one) . He does not recall the cars * 
parked in spaces two and three sjuth of this white car. 

He is certain in his own mind that the white small 
car he saw pull away from the curb as he looked out of his 
door, as outlined above, was parked in either number two 
parking space or number three parking space, but he does not 
know which of these spaces this car was parked in. He cannot 
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further describe the car that pulled away, but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that this car 
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the 
car was white and was sure that the car was a smaller car, 
possibly a compact car, rather than a full-size average 
American car such as a standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 

He stated that it would be his judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 or later model. He did not observe the 
license plates at all. 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the time he heard the "thud 1 ” near his front door until the 
time he walked out of his front door and saw the white small 
car pulling away, coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a man proceeding south on the sidewalk as he looked south, 
Mr. CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown the 
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the white 
small car away from the curb, as outlined above. He only 
knows that this man in the small white car drove north on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the 
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not 
think that the car was traveling unusually fast and he did 
not hear the tires "screech” as the car left. 

. a description of the man who dropped the 

bundle and walked south on Main past his store, Mr. CANIPE 
stated that he only had the opportunity to view this man' 
momentarily, seeing the back of this man. He stated he saw 
the man s back and the man’s left side only. He stated he 
did not see the man’s face unless possibly he got a 

glance a * left side of the man’s face. Mr. 
CANIPE furnished the following description of this man: 

White 
Male 

25 - 30, possibly older 
5’10” - 6’ 

(at first placed height at* 

6 feet but on reflection 
stated man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be certain as to approxi- 
mate height) 


Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 
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175 - 200 pounds 
(at first estimated weight 
at 170 - 185, stating if 
man is as tall as 6 feet 
then he might weigh as much » 
as 200 , !*$ he gained 1 
impression man was "chunky"). 
"Chunky" 

Dark, cut normally 
(definitely bareheaded) 

Gained impression man wearing 
dark colored suit 
Very clean, neat in appearance 
clean cut. 

Mr. CANIPE advised that no one was in his store at 
the time of the above related incident other than the two 
Negro males, one of whom has been purchasing records from 
him in the past, the other not being recalled as a former 
customer. He stated that he cannot recall any other persons 
in the immediate vicinity at the time, and the next person 
he saw after seeing the unknown man who dropped or threw 
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who 
was walking rapidly on the east side of Main Street toward 
CANIPE’ s store, having his gun drawn, when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out the door as outlined above. He described this Deputy 
as a white male, age twenty to thirty, bareheaded, 5 ’10", 

165 pounds, wearing a Sheriff’s Office uniform and definitely 
having the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office insignia on his arm, 


Weight : 


Build: 

Hair: 

Dress : 

Over-all Impression: 
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number 


Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 

~ > was Interviewed at his home by 

Horn ic ide_ Bureau . Memphis Police Department, and 
Special Agent He furnished the 

following information: 

He got off work at approximately 5:20 P.M. , 

April 4, 1968, and he and a fellow employee, JULIUS GRAHAM, 
drove in Mr. FINLEY’s car, a 1964 white, four-door Rambler, 
directly to Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street* 
where they wanted to look over some old phonograph records. 

As they proceedO north on South Main Street to the vicinity, 
of this store, they observed that all of the parking spaces 
in the block in front of CANIPE's store on the east side of 
Main were filled with automobiles. They continued north on 
t0 Huling st re©t, turning right and parking Mr. 
rINLEY s car near a driveway under construction in the first 
block east of Main Street. They walked directly to Canipe 
Amusement Company. He estimated they arrived there about 
5:30 P.M. There were no customers in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mr, GRAHAM. The two of 
them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on the south 

f, Store near the front of the store. The owner, 

Mr. CANIPE, was playing the " jukebox. »’ 

t 

Sometime around 6:00 P.M., Mr. FINLEY heard a 
noise that sounded like a shot. He does not know whether 
Mr. GRAHAM or Mr. CANIPE heard this noise, as they said 
nothing and he said nothing. He attached no particular 
S gnificance to hearing this noise at the time, but continued 
to look at records. Shortly thereafter and certainly within 1 
a matter of just a minute or so, he heard a second noise near 
£*STnS° n Ji d ? 0r CANIPE's store. He, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
canipe all immediately looked to the front door where they 
saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front 
of the door of this store. As his attention was attracted ‘ 
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to this box or package, he also saw a roan walking rapidly 
south on the sidewalk on the east side of Main, it being 
obvious that this was the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPE’s store, there being no one • 

else around in that area and the box or package not having 
been there earlier, 

Mr. FINLEY recalls that Mr. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr. FINLEY followed him. Mr. CANIPE opened 
the door and started outside but immediately backed up and 
said, ’’Get back, there’s some kind of trouble out here and 
I don’t want no part of it," Immediately thereafter, Mr. 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main, with his gun drawn, this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Main in the same direction in whioh 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked, A few minutes 
thereafter he saw this same Deputy in front of CANIPE’s store 
with his gun still drawn looking up as though he were trying 
to observe the upper stories of the buildings in the vicinity-, 
A number of other officers arrived immediately - thereafter , , 

all of them being on foot. 

Just about the time that Mr. CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the store, Mr. FINLEY heard the "screeck” 
tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speeding north 
on Main past CANIPE’s store. 

Mr, FINLEY explained that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE’s store and therefore he did not get a 
full view of the car which had sped away, but he did see 
the rear portion of the roofline, as well as the trunk of 
the speeding car, and there is no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there has been no question in his 
mind but what the car was a Mustang. 

At the time this car sped away, Mr. FINLEY stated 
that he did not associate the speeding white Mustang with 
the man who had dropped the box or package, but after he 
learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the sidewalk past CANIPE’s store was 
probably the man who got into the white Mustang and sped away 
from the area, going north on Main. As nearly as he can 
recall the sequence of the events, this white Mustang sped 
away from the curb moments before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPE’s store. 
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As to the cars in the parking spaces in front of 
and to the south of CANIPE's store on the east side of Main, 
Mr. FINLEY advised that the car in the first position (that 
is, the car in front of CANIPE’s store) was there when he 
first arrived at CANIPE’s store and was there when he 
eventually left the area. He stated that after he had been 
questioned by Police and left CANIPE’s store, there were 
no other vehicles immediately behind the car in front of 
CANIPE’s store. He stated he was not in position to tell 
whether the speeding white Mustang pulled away from a parking 
space immediately behind the car which remained parked in 
front of CANIPE’s store, or whether possibly it pulled away 
from a parking space farther south of this point. 

Mr. FINLEY stated that he simply did not observe 
whether there wr3 one or more occupants in the speeding 
Mustang, and he did not observe the license plates on this 
Mustang. He stated that the Mustang was one of the standard 
varieties and not the "Fastback" variety of Mustang. 

Mr. FINLEY stated that the first person he saw 
in the area after his attention was first attracted by the 
dropping of the box was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff 
with a revolver in his hand, and he knows of no one other 
than himself, Mr. CANIPE, and Mr. GRAHAM who saw the man 
in question and who saw the white Mustang speed away from 
the area, going north on Main. 

As to the box or package dropped or thrown down 
by the unknown roan, Mr. FINLEY stated that he observed a 
pasteboard box about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inches x 3 or 4 inches, 
having a tag of some kind on it, the top to this box being 
partially off to the point where he could see from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of luggage, approximately 2 feet x feet x 6 or 

8 inches, larger than an attache case, and some type of 
cloth folded over both of these items. 

Mr. FINLEY stated that after the above mentioned* 
armed Deputy Sheriff walked past CANIPE 's store and after 
some other officers had arrived and were in front of CANIPE’s 
store, Mr. CANIPE motioned to the officers from inside 
CANIPE’s store, attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the items left in front of the store and 
explaining to them what had occurred. 
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April 10, 1968 


Mem ph *s, ^ejpin e 

: '” Memph is , Tennessee , 

ni|B!i)(i f furnished the following information 

to Police Department, 

He accompanied Mr. BERNFLL FINLEY from their 
Pi ace of employment to Cattipe -Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis, where they arrived about 5:30 P.M, 
on April 4, 1968. He recalls that as they approached the 
store, proceeding north on Main Street, there were no parking 
spaces on the e^t side of Main In the block in front of 
this store. He also recalls that as they were looking for 
a parking space there definitely were two white cars in 
the parking spaces in front of and to the south of Canipe 
Amusement Company. The second of these two white cars, or 
the one slightly south of the CANIPE store was definitely a 
white Mustang. He believes the other white car, the one in 
front of CANIPE's store, was probably a white Rambler. He 
cannot remember a third car being parked behind the Mustang. 

The Mustang he saw as they approached the store looking for 
a parking place was the ordinary variety of Mustang rather 
than the late model "Fastback" variety. He did not notice 
the license plates on this Mustang. 

Mr. GRAHAM eventually parked Mr. GRAHAM’S car 
on Hu ling Street, east of Main Street. Mr. GRAHAM and Mr. 
FINLEY thereafter walked to CANIPE's store and started 
looking at phonograph records in shelves on the south wall 
of this store near the front of the store. Mr. GRAHAM did 
not hear a shot or any other unusual noise while looking at 
records until he heard the noise caused by a man dropping a 
package on the sidewalk Immediately in front of the front 
door of CANIPE's store. He stated, however, that he saw 
the man who dropped this package before he heard the noise; 

He happened to be looking toward the front door, his attention 
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having possibly been attracted by the footsteps of a running 
man. He is not sure but he believes he- heard the footsteps 
of a man running and therefore looked toward the front door. 
Almost simultaneously as he looked up and saw a man carrying 4 
a large package of some kind, this man, who was walking 
south on the sidewalk immediately in front of CANIPE's 
store, stepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the 
recess in front of CANIPE’s store and continued south' on 
Main Street. Mr. GRAHAM stated that in his opinion this , 
roan was running rather than walking fast. 

Mr. GRAHAM advised that the attention of both 
Mr. CANIPE and Mr. FINLEY was attracted by what had occurred 
when the man dropped the package, and all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the store and at the 
items which had been dropped. Mr. CANIPE started out of the 
front door, and as he recalls, ’’leaned” out of the front door 
looking in either direction, following which Mr. CANIPE came 
back in the store and made some remark about some trouble 
outside. Immediately after this a Deputy Sheriff walked 
south on the east side of Main, immediately in front of 
CANIPE's store, this Deputy passing the store and not stopping 
He saw no other persons in the vicinity until some additional 
officers arrived on foot. Mr. GRAHAM later saw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the store in the area in 
front of the store, still with his gun drawn. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to get the attention of one of the 
officers outside and pointed out the items in front of the 
store and the circumstances surrounding fhe presence of these 
items, Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gp*n barrel inside a 
large pasteboard box and also observed what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or cloth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the box containing the gun. 

Prior to the time the armed Deputy first ran south 
past CANIPE's doorway, Mr. GRAHAM heard tires ’’screech" and 
observed a white Mustang to speed north on Main. The other 
white car, which Mr. GRAHAM believed to be a white Rambler, 
which had originally been parked in front of CANIPE's store, 
was still parked there at this time, and therefore his view 
of the car speeding away was partially obscured; however, 

Mr. GRAHAM is positive that the car which sped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no question in his mind but what 
it was the same Mustang he had seen earlier when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPE’s store, as 
outlined above. He stated he did not observe whether there 
was one or more people in this speeding Mustang. 



